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been e raberon miſherh .. 
eee 2 s grace. 


Bile J. 55 bend to or my ſelfe / 75 
Ave other in the conſt derst ion off gods. 4 


in his fote./and aſſaied to impugne / ſome parte g 
that / that 3 þad ſpotẽ. And ibough bi your pꝛocur 


greed vpon ihe cheife pointes / that befoze ſeme d 85 
be in contronerſie betwene vs / yet aſterwar d Fi be; 
Fed him to ſhew certaine reaſons againſt | 
mation / ether fo exerciſ, e of lerninge⸗ 02 bicqufe cy 
wold de bet ter confirmed in the exuth, Now = 
deringe that the matter is of grẽct weight & in f 2 


kenes of mennes capacitee/and 
pꝛehenſions and cauillariss of A ious heddes / 
» anie thinge ſpuld; bebzuted otherwiſe thẽ _ ſpa 

fe haue thought. good to putte in pete al that J 
ſaid in your pꝛeſence/ hat al men maie know ⸗ what 
my meaninge is / not by rehcrſal ſermons / but by 
mine arone wꝛitĩge. And in this behalfe J haue par 
tely folowed the counſel of M. Gilbert Barkley / 
whõ you kn haue in due reuerẽce/foꝛ his great 


— 


een "gular infegrite of life. This pooꝛe 2 
A g. 


 Tymoſier Ro. 2 „ Mn... 


des pꝛonidẽee/you fnoxe ww one pat | 


mẽt we met together / and after ſome debatingea⸗ 


abt a r 1 cw te. a 


Fa AW ſtadies Jdedicate vnto youniyweoſfen 
2 BY tierly biloued Parker /and 19 the right wor 
ie matrone pont wife. foꝛ ſeĩge the perfecteſinces 
11 | reloue/thatſhukdbe betwene al maried folke / ſhi⸗ 
neth moſt notably in yon /Z wold not ſondze you in 
| this place / whom god hath ſo idigned / and made 
one in al good thinges. I haue iudged it alſo my du 
tie ſoꝛ aſmuch as the bowels of theſaictes haue bẽ⸗ 
and be daily refreſhed by you / to rendre this teſti ⸗ 
monie of your ſingular godlines / and of my good 
affection towardes you / in the ſight of the wozld.. 
God almightie confirme/and augmente in you the 
knowlege of his truth / and loue of righteonſnes /- 
E bleſſe my biloued / Wetwoꝛth / Peregrine / An⸗ 
* ne/8 Cecile your childꝛẽ / that they maie fos 
low the godlie ſteppes of iheir Paren 
i ties /and that the mention that 3 
make of th? in this place / 
ie bea ſpurre vnto 
, them here af⸗ 
ter to ſet them fozewazde in the lone of try 
religion/and innocentie of life; 

Amen. 
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ame not vpon ih 

dinance and prudence 
.which,©.Joan-moſtliuc 
eth in like maner/thar ih a 5 ne 1 
tions ſa ndperſequution. 1 35 < 

ter ſime g and what ſo eus devine 
Auch ili und his mempzen / is hot rofſed af aug 
ture by hep but gouerned by the band / and 
ne poouidence of God. Andit is right.neceſſar Fi 
vs to fnd w / that fortyne and cha unge xul⸗ ener 
roſt in uennes matters / ruff linge and te 
l ihinges confuſẽ /a E picures diſciples h 
fe /but thas god is the oꝛderer /diſpoſer/gnd _ 5 
ner of althe thinges that be don in the world 
it is 5 ble foꝛ vs to quiete our ſelues/ w 
ve conſidꝛe the lõge / and great pꝛoſſ Wee 
tie ſucceſſe of falſe teachers / of Chꝛiſtes 0pe/8 7: 
feſſedenemies / of moſtvngodliecruel/ 
and wicked men / onles we be ſt aied with ihis / ih 
god ruleth/ oꝛdꝛeih/ and gouerneth al togather/8 
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epr2nnons perſequnts2s/ end that the gduẽrner of 
el \9alturneal to the iuſt deſtruction/of the wicked 
io the confoꝛte of his choſen / and to the aduãgemft 
of his awne gloꝛie. Againe if we lo 76 
Vate ſtate / and cal to comprbodirſtadfie,qnd infir⸗ 
mitie/the manifold diſeaſes/khd niiſceregWherel 
ib wear ſubiecte / what c5fo2te'e we hege ch what 
ende of mo: nine and ſototd / if we be hot perſua⸗ 
ded / that Goddcs pꝛouid ke reacheth vnto ws and 
oꝛdꝛeth al that tcommeih vpon vs / nor as ſe vn 
to vs / but as he fnowerh ro be beſt for vs. 

Kut here I muſt watne you chend rcdable fun 
tes. One is bf thẽ / which whan they heare te ſait / 
that al thinges comme to 'þiſſe-/by geddes; peduidẽ 
£2, thin cke/and affirme chat te teache Nhat pod is 
the auro? df al the ſin ful actes /thar ar Non in the 
world. Which ts moſt falſe / moſt he ꝛible ꝰand de 
teſtable/ether to be (| pokenꝰes thought! For it is as 


impoſſible fe god / who is al together good /to be 


the: auto: 2 ofevil/ as it is impoſſible for h/ 10 [eqs 


ue of his godhead / and to be nomoꝛe god We ſaie 

than conſtantly / and wirh al vehementie vf mindt⸗ 
thar Go d is ihe auteꝛ of no euil / and we eane it 
noi ſo, ther bycauſe god weꝛcketh it /therefore 1 it is 
good / though! of it ſelfe it be euil / but we meane / 
that he is in dede the pꝛopꝛe wo: ꝛcker / and cauſe of 
no cuil / that enil/ and ſinne ſpꝛinge not ſrom him / 
*. from the diucl/6nd from vs/and that hers fun 


ply/and merely the ant62/end worefer of good thin © 
ges only / both vr han he w64eferh dy him ſelfer and 
han he woꝛcketh ly and in rs. Ard dei we ſaye 
that nothinge commetß to pa ſſe withour him / and 
what he oꝛdeeih / di ſpoſeih / 15pereth/ and binge ih 
foꝛth to light / al the euikactes that ar dõ in ihe woꝛl 
de. But it is one thinge 10 vtire / io beingt fozth⸗ 
to diſp oſe / and oꝛdꝛe mennes euils / and u is ano⸗ 
ther Hinge to wozcke/ and to cauſe cuils igfmen. - 
It i is one thinge to make an inſtrument eifil/and it 
is another thinge to vſe an em i ſtrumem ybeinge 
alreadie ſo made by another: To mute an inſtrumẽt 
euil / is euil / to vſe an cal inſtr ment / is noteuil 
fimply / yea 10 vſe an enil infliumer to good endes / 
is good. Satan/and our atent wil / hathe made ro 
aleuil inſtrumentes : God though webe now ma 
de il inſtrumẽtes /vſerh ve wel. Satã / and our aw 
ne wil hath wꝛought / and cauſed wickednes in re 
al. God moderateth / repꝛeſſeth / ſtirreth vp / and 
bꝛingeih fo:th the euil / that Satã / & we haue cau⸗ 
ſed in our ſelues / ſo that we vrtte no partt of the e⸗ 
nil that is in vs / by Satans e nuie / and au arne 
faute and follie / but irhere and whan t plecſcth 
god the gonernoꝛ of the vnmerſal world. And thus 
J truſt, it is not harde to perccaue, that though no⸗ 
thinge comme to paſſe beſides Goddes pꝛoniden⸗ 
ce/yet he is not the auto: / and woꝛeler / and rerie 
cauſe of anit mener of euil/end ſinful acre. For he 
| | A - wt: 


G d be the ruler / and gouerner of al thinges⸗ 
grads rel God pꝛouided not other wiſe in the 


3 3 ſindenge i evil 
itherealreadie wꝛonght / he ether ſtoppeth / and re⸗ 
pꝛeſſeth theſame / oꝛ ſtirreth it vp/ and bringeth it 
fosth / and mafeth I as he 


- \Pnoweth to mate moſi for his gloꝛie/& foꝛ the pro 


fite of his choſe . 
\Chocher faute is of ihem / which acknowlege 


For 


finde faulte in his gouernment. 


beginninge / than that Satan ſhuld beinge man to 
tranſgreſſion / why he ſtopped not his enterpꝛiſe at 
the firſt / foꝛ ſo ſhuld there a no euil in the 
wozld 02 why now he doeth not deſtrote al wicked 
-men,/al the aduerſaries of his ſonne at onice /02 ma 
ke them al good men that we might liue a quitte/ 
happie/and pleaſant life without miſerie / without 
murmuringe / without filthines of manners in al 
puritie/and godlines/ where as now the woꝛld is 


ful of calamities / ful of plages / ful of vile actes / 


ful of falſe doctrine / i dolatrie / and ſuperſtition/an 
tichꝛiſte preuailige euerie where / makinge hauoele⸗ 
beatinge doune / and ſtãpinge yndze his fete al that 
is good / and godlie. Theſe men wold haue God / 


and his doinges ſubrecte to they: iudgementes ſea⸗ 
te / and what ſo euer they cannot comprehede with 
| & they? wittes / they can find no reaſon nos goodnes 


in it. They wil not make iheyꝛ iudgemẽ es agree to 


Goddes doinges/but they wil haue God to mas 
ke his doinges agree to they? iudgementes, But 
rohat if God wil not do them that honoꝛ / vntil 
they can ſhew them ſelues / as wiſe/as he is. 

Shal a edninge artificer alter his woꝛcke / bicau⸗ 
ſe a foliſh vnſtilful ma / ca ſeme to him ſelſe to 
finde a ſaute in it. No man in this life can attai⸗ 
ne to a ful reaſon of Goddes doinges. But we 
ſhal ſee in this part off the ſcripture / that they 
which ar now departed out of this life / and liue 
in a better life /find that God hath don al thinges 
moſt wiſely / iuſily / & oꝛdꝛedly / whereunto thei 
eold not fully attayne / whyle they liued in this 
woꝛld. But though J ſaie / that men in this life 
can not attaine to a ful fnowlege / and reaſon of 
al goddes doinges / yet J denie not / but that thei 
haue ſome fnowlege / and ſe ſome reaſon in his 
doinges. Foꝛ touchinge the firſt queſtion / if god 
had hindꝛed Satans entrepꝛiſe / at the beginnin⸗ 


ge/ihã Satans wickednes / and mines frailtie/ 
than goddes righteouſnes in puniſhinge fi nne/ 
and his moſt wonderful goodnes in the loge pur 
poſed befoꝛe / and now perfirmed incarnation of 
his ſonne/cold neuer haue ben Fnowen. And tou 
ching the ſeconde gueſtion / that he now ſuffreth 

Antich:iſt to make ſuch an hurley burley / and c5- 
ſuſton in the wozld / therein his wiſedom / and 


righteouſnes appereih plainly / in bringing to 


—— — ——U— > — - —— 


light the ontragions nawabtines of men / and 
in ſtrikinge the repꝛobate with deſerued blind s 
nes. His mercie alſo and goodnes ſhineth foꝛth⸗ 
moſt clearely in ſauing / and pꝛeſeruing his cho⸗ 
ſen / in the middeſt of al erroꝛs / and blindnes / in 
in the middeſt of al ſtomblinge blockes / and daũ⸗ 
gers, which is no leſſe to be meruailed at/thã the 
ſauĩge of the noble childꝛẽ of the Zebꝛuꝛs vnhur 
te / in ihe hote burninge duen. But now that J 
haue ſhewed you the ende of this viſton, with ſo⸗ 
me aunſweres to the objections of mo /ether vn⸗ 
godlie oꝛ vnlerned/ J wil bꝛeifely ſhew you the ſi 
me/and ſo comme to a moꝛe particular conſidera 
tion of the texte. This is the viſton in umme. 
In heauen there appeareth a thꝛone of imperiak 
maieſtie. Vpon this thꝛone there ſitteth one hols : 
d inge a boke in his right hand ſealed with. . ſea⸗ 
les. A lainbe as it were ſlaine / is aſſociated/atid 
foigned with him/thar ſirteth vpon the thione/ 
which receueth the boke / and openeih the ſeales 
thereof. Out of this thꝛone there pꝛocedeth a ſe⸗ 
nenfolde ſpirite / which ſ heweth f oꝛth his won- 
dꝛeful power. Befoꝛe the throne there is a glaſſie 
ſea cleare/ and chꝛyſtalline. The th:oneleaneth 
vpon . beaſtes/ which haue cyes/and winges. 
Then a grene rainebow like an emrode cõpaſſeth 
ihe thꝛone / as it were a garlande. Ina eirele a⸗ 
boute the thꝛone be. 24. ſeates / and in hem ſüte 


So by this ſpeech) .S.Jso. ſignifieth-that he was 


teth him / and maketh him bold, For he fajerh, _ 


24.elders.crouned/ and elothed in white arm? , 


tes. This is the ſumme of the viſton / which re⸗ 


quireth a moꝛe particular declaration. But fizſt 
we muſt ſpckfe ſome what of thoſe thĩges / which 
S. Joan ſetterh befoꝛe this viſion / which he ſo 
eõningly painteth forth. Thus he ſpeaketh befog 

rz, i :. 112117 6 ä | 


AFTER theſethinges ſow )S. Jo.ſew 


other viſions befoꝛe / declaringe to him / how the 
Aoꝛd Jeſus raigucth in his churche / and gouer⸗ 


nerh it / what pꝛeceptes / what exhoꝛiations / 


what chaſtiſemendes he vſeth in it / and ageine 


what the dutie of the church is towardes hir 
losd /and kinge. Al which thinges ai diſcribed in 
in the foꝛmer chapitres. | 37 1:1 

Iſaw) That is aviſionappeared vnto me. 
A O behold a doze was opened in heayen ) 
Where a doze ſtandeth open / men maie entre in. 


admirted in to the contemplation of heauẽ lie thin 
ges. Wherein the great goodnes of God is ſette 
be foꝛe vs / who vouchſafeth to open the doze of 
his ſecrete cloſette to a moꝛtal man. But ſee the 
ſame goodnes yet moꝛe declared. Foꝛ manie ſee a 


Ainges pꝛiuie chamber dore opẽ / and yet aꝛ aferd 


to entre in. Such fcaze and baſhefulnes might 
happen to. O. Joan / and there foꝛe God gonfoꝛ⸗ 


l 4 


An S the ſirſt voice that Z heard was 46 i 

? hub ben of a tr5pe ſpeafing with me/and ſaiyn, 
"ge/comme vp hither ) Genrie Bullinger @veri 
godlie / and lerned m3 / thincketh that this voi. 

ee / was the voice of chriſt/which Ilie wel. J 
yon wil tafe it rather foꝛ the voice of an angel /? 
wil not cõtende therein / ſo that you vndaeſtand⸗ 
that the angel ſpake vnto Zo. after this ſotte by 
the appointment of Chriſt. For whether the lo: 
Thew his goodnes to vs by hĩſelfe/ os by his cr, 
atures/it is al one. Al pꝛocedeth from him / and 
therefore he is only to be glorified. The voice 
was life the ſound ofa trompe / whereby is ſig⸗ 
' nified that it was no fainte thinge / but mightie 
in woꝛcking / and able to take awaie al feare⸗ and 
to perſuade thoroughly 
CO Men vp hither ) The nature of erh 
js / to fal to the —— not to riſe vpwarde 
We ſhuld neuer riſe fro the donde God did 
calvs/and raiſe vs vp. But if we wil conſidꝛe 
god / and his worckes / we muſt aſcende / we muſt 
1 vp far aboue the erth / far aboue our fleſh / 
and our awne reaſon to. That Bullinger ſaieth 
that we muſt purge our ſelues from erthie affec 
tions / if we wil beholde heauenlie thinges / 
ſt is a verie good ſenſe alſo. 
An S j wil ſhew the what ſhalbe don * 
after) That god vouchſafeth to mafe men pꝛiuie 
$0 his doĩges/it is a goodnes neuer thought vpẽ 


neuer commẽded enough. Whichthinge he ſhal 
ſone perceue / that conſidereth what god is /and 
what we ar / his exceding great maieſtie/& our 
exceding great vilenes. Which matter J wil not 
now enlarge / but leaue to your conſideration. 
This wold be wel noted that he ſaieth / that he 
wil ſhew him thinges that muſt be don after a 
ward. Foꝛ ſome expoune the thinges that ar ſpo 
Fen hereafter / parily of thinges do vndde the old 
teſtament / and partly of thinges don vndꝛe the 
new. Which muſt nedes be an erroꝛ and lead m 
ce | into wꝛonge opinions / mał inge them beginne. 
at a wꝛonge ende / ſuh he ſaieth plainly/that he 
ie | wil ſhew thinges to be don / after the tyme that 
he ſpefe with him /and not thinges don befoꝛe. 
An ſtreight waie J was in the ſpirite) J 
was ſo occupied and deteined al together in the 
ſpirite /as jf J had / had no bodie / as though 
had forgotten al bodilie / and erthlie thinges. 
Or the ſpirite of god came vp3 me / and poſſeſſed 
me/oꝛ as Bullinger wꝛiteth J was ina ſpiritual 
contemplation / and rapte in ſpirite. That he 
| ſaieth ſtꝛeight waie / he ſheweth the might / and 
efficacie of the voice / that ſpafe vnto him. 

AN O beholde a thꝛone was ſette in heauẽ) 
Goddes thꝛone is often ſpofen of / and deſcribed 
in the ſcripture. For Eſaie ſaieth in the. G. cha. 
© that he ſaw god ſittinge vpon a tuone high /and 


. 
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abnanced/andhis traine _ the ten. ple &c. 
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In the firſi cha. of his pꝛophetie Ezechiel ſaieth⸗ 
that he ſaw in heaus / as it were a ſaphir / and the 
likenes of a ihꝛone. And he repeteth the fame in 
the. io cha. Daniel in the. y. cha. ſ heweth that he 
ſaro goddes throne gliſteringe like fier / and the 
wheles of it ſent foꝛth fierie flammes. But god⸗ 
des thꝛone is no where deſcribed ſo fully / ſo liue⸗ 
ly / and with ſo conninge and pleaſant wordes/ 
as in this place. What this thꝛone ſigniſieth / we 
maie eaſely gather out of the woꝛdes of kinge Da 
nid / foꝛ thus he ſingeth in the. . pſal. God ſhal re 
maine foꝛ euer / he hath made readie his thꝛone to 
iudgement. And he ſhal iudge the woꝛld in righ⸗ 


teouſnes / and decide the peoples matters with ex 


quite. So than we vnder ſtand by the throne god⸗ 
des imperial gouernment / and his iudiciarie ad⸗ 
miniſtration. This thꝛone is not in erth / but in 
heauen. Fo2 god 1ulcth not after anie erthlie ma⸗ 
ner / but after an heaueulie maner. Nether is his 
iudgement and gouernment coꝛruptible / and ſub 
iecte to an ende / but as Dauid ſaieth / he remai⸗ 
neth a iudge /a ruler / and gouerner foz euer. Fo? 
in the hebꝛue tofige / to iudge ſignificth to oꝛdꝛe⸗ 
to rule /and gouerne. 
An D rpon the ſſat there was ni ) 

You know that it ts ged / & his ſon / that ſitieth 
vpon this thꝛone.j.adminiſtreth / ruleth / and go⸗ 


perneth al thinges, 

AN S he that ſate was inſight life a iaſpis/ 
and a ſardine ſtone ) By the coleis of iwo pꝛeci⸗ 
ous ſtones the nature ef God is ſeme wiſe ſya⸗ 
dowed to ſaint Jo. and to vs. Plinie wꝛiteth rhar 
a iaſpis is a grene ſtone / which is a freſh / and a 
pleaſantcolo? / and the coloꝛ of manic thinges 
that ar luſtie / and liuelie. And therefore wiiters 
vnderſtand ihereby goddes perpetual continu⸗ 
ance/his incoꝛruptible/and immortal nature /as 
e Da | Dauid ſaieth / thy yeres ſhal not be ended. And 
hal re | not only that he is the ener liuir ge God / and coͤ⸗ 
ne to tinueth euer in liſe him ſelfe / but alſo ihat he gi⸗ 
righ⸗ ueth life to al other liuinge creatures / and pꝛeſer⸗ 
ithes uerh them in grene/and luſtie freſhnes. A ſardis 
god⸗ ne hath a fierie coloꝛ / and maie expꝛeſſe vnto vs 
je ad⸗ goddes ſoꝛe iudgement / and vengeance rpon vn 
ut in | repentant ſinners. 

e ma⸗ And a raine bow was aboute the rc hꝛone like in 
is his | ſighr to an emrode ) It is meruailous cõfoꝛtable 
d ſub | togps / that goddes thꝛone is compaſſed aboute 
emai⸗ with the raine bow. Foꝛ the raine bow is a ſacra⸗ 
. For | mit of goddes perpetual mercie / and of his moſt 
oꝛdꝛe / |gratious couen it made with vs, Who might abi 
de the iuſtice /and ſeneritce of goddes thꝛone / if 
ir were not compaſſed wi: h mercie2Fo2 as Damd 
ſaierh / if god wold obſerue iniquites / acceꝛdin⸗ 
ge to lus righteovſnes/ who ſhuld ſtand: But he 


/0e 
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hah ſet his als bon w/ and ſacrament of merci: 
ſo round aboute his thꝛone / that his eyes cã ni 
uer be of from it. He ca turne his ſi ght no waie/ 
but he muſt ſee it. And therefoꝛe now it is not to 
vsa terrible /and dꝛadful thꝛone / but as. S. Pau 


le calleth it /a thꝛone of grace,/whereſito we maie 
appꝛoche with boldnes / and find readie helpe. 


The color of this raine bow was like the colo: 
of an emꝛode / which is the moſt freſch/ & pleas 


| . ſantcoloz/that anie ſtone hath. $02 in dede there 


is nothinge ſo delectable / and pleaſant to vs / as 
goddes couenant of grace/and mercie:And this 
couenant is euer grene / and endureth euer to the 
behofe of the choſen. 

An © aboure the throne were. 24. thrones 
&c. ) That the.24.elders ſat vpon thrones/ fos 
the grefe woꝛde is al one here / and whan menti⸗ 
on is made of goddes ihrone / and that thei were 
crouned/J thincke in dede that by them we muſt 
vndꝛeſtand with Bullinger / the companie of god 
des ſainctes departed out of this woꝛld / & now 
raigninge and triumphinge with the loꝛd 


us 
in heauen. And J thincke that an alluſion. is mas 


de / and a regarde had to the kinges of this woꝛld 
which haue their counſellers / and noble men ſit 
tinge aboute them. Foꝛ the ſcripture deſcribet 
heauenlie matters to vs / by ſuch thinges as ar in 
2c amõge vs. Bullinger no teth that, 24. is made 


is Mas 
woꝛld 
men ſit 
cribet 

as ar in 


is made 


of .12. Ard that the. a Patriarches ſignifie at 
Iſrael/and the old church before the incarnaris 
on of Chnſt. And the d ꝛiſtiane d urd was 
planted by. 2. Apoſtles / ſo that the nombꝛe of 
12. cõpꝛehẽdeth the hole cõgregatið of ihe new 
people. And afier this ſoꝛte. 24. ſigr ifie the hole 
triumphant church conſiſtinge of Jues and gẽ⸗ 
tiles. Theſe. 24. ar apparelled with white gar⸗ 
mẽtes. Foꝛ Chriſt hath purged them / & made 
them faire / and clothed them with his arne 
puritee / and righteovſnes, They ar crouned/ 
foꝛ they ouercame Satan /and his hell iſch ar⸗ 
mie / while they lined in this woꝛld. And now 
they raigne as kinges with Chriſt the loꝛd in e⸗ 
uerlaſting gloꝛie. That they ſitte / Bulliuger 
ſaieth it is not ment / ihat they be iudges / but 
thei ar ſaid to ſitte / bicauſe thei reſt from they: 
laboꝛs / and now haue quiete affections / and 
be far frem trobleſome paſſions of mind. 


| Nowbeit J ſee not, why mentis ſhuld be made 


of thrones, if we ſhal not vndꝛeſtand, that they 
ſit as iudges. Not that we meane, that they 
iudge in ſtede of Chriſt, but we meane, that thei 
iudge with him, that is to ſaie, alow his iudge 
mentes, thincłinge the ſame thinge in euerie 
matter, that he doeth, and reioiſing in his dots 
ges. Foꝛ the loꝛd hath aduanced them to this 
dignitee,as to ſute with him in iudgement. 


5 a 


what ioie, what pleaſure, what felicitee we (ba 


$0: he hath made al his thinges commune t. 
his ſainctes. Ris iudgementes, he hath mad 
theyr i udgementes, his kingdom, their Fingds 
his raigninge, their raigninge, and ſo foꝛth. 

Nod by this deſcription of the thrones, gold 
crounes, goodlie garmentes of the ſainctes de: 
parted out of this life we maie vndreſtandih 


greate gloꝛie, and felicitee, that thei live in. 


Wich thige ſhuld cõfoꝛte vs in theſe our affli, 
tions, and miſeries, that we faint not, oꝛ be dif; 
coura ged, Faowige that goddes ſaictes paſſe? 


by the ſam: , & now triũphe in perpetual tote, 


The old heathen, m? of great wittes, taught th, 


youthe of their tyme, that vertue dwelleth vpon 


the toppe of an high hille and that the waie to 
the hil toppe is verie rough, laboꝛſom, & tedi⸗ 


ous, but whan a man is once comme to the top⸗ 


pe, he ſhal find a goodlie plaine , goodlie grene 


medowes, and al maner of pleaſurcs. We 
know, taught by a moꝛe certaine ſcole maſter , 


that the waie to heauen is verie ſtrai te, and that 
thoꝛough manie afflicnons, we muſt entre in te 
goddes kingdom. But whan we be once cõ 
me thither, it can neiher be ſpoken noꝛ thought 


finde there. Wherefoꝛe ſith the ende of tho 
thinges, whertunto we ar called, bꝛ ingeth 
great gloꝛie, and ſo great a ſea of al pleaſures, 


iofes , we ought not to be diſmaide, bycanſe of 


made | the difficulties, & ircfſome tediouſnes, t hat we 
igdõ. finde by the wate. Foꝛ we ſyhal ſone paſſe thog 
th. rough ihem. We can not longe ſticke in them. 


goldẽ Foz what E longe tn this lifez Let vs therefoze 
3 des | gird vp the loines of our minde, as. S. Petre 
nd the ſpeaketh, and preſſe forward to the price of the 
ſupernal callinge of god, in Chꝛiſt Jeſu. Let vs 
with patience runne out the race, that we ar ſet 
be diſs | in,faſtenige our eyes vpon the autoꝛ, & finiſſ⸗ 
paſſed her of our faith, who foꝛ the ioie, that was ſet 
[ ioie, befoꝛe him, ſuſtained, and deſpiſed the ſhame of 
zht the the croſſe, and now is ſit dou ne vpon the gloꝛi⸗ 
b vpon ous throne of God, and wil leade vs the ſame 
vate to waie, to life honoꝛ, gloꝛie, and dignite. Vnto god 
c tedis therefoꝛe, who hath ſanctifted our trauailes, our 
he tops croſſe, and our miſeries, and made the iſſue / & 
e grene end ſo happie. and bliſful, be al gloꝛie, and honoꝛ 
we foꝛ euer. Amen. 


nd that The nexte ſondaie after this lecture, one of 
re in to the companie ſemed by circumſt znces to impꝛo 


nce cõ⸗ ue ſome parte thereof. But whan we h. d 
hought cõfe rred together, we fully agreed. 
we ha Where vpon J vttered t his 
of thoſ declaration folowing. 
ngeth 
ſures,c 


B 


i, 


¶ The ſeconde readinge. 


74 is verie certaine, that not ly vnbꝛid⸗ 

i [ed wanton wirtes of vngodlie, wild, 
fanatical, arrogir,and proud ſpirites, 

ſpoꝛte them ſelues in mocfinge of goddes pꝛoui 


dcce, hut alſo that the weake, vnlerned & vnex⸗ 
erciſed mindes of ſome godlie folke, ar trobled 


with thia, that where as tyci heare, & be taught 


by the holie ſeripture, that god is the ruler, and 
gouerner / of the hole weꝛld / yet thei ſee, that 
the deſpiccrs, and contemners of god, & godli⸗ 
nes, whõ god haterh, and abhoꝛreth, proſper in 
the world, they ſee that the godlie, whom god lo 
ueth ar oppꝛeſſed, & vily entreated, thei ſec that 
lies falſ hod, violence, tyꝛannie, falſe and fraͤt ife 
opinions, idolatrie, and ſuperſtitis, raigne eue⸗ 
rie where, and truth, righteouſnes, vertue, & al 
honeſtie, is troden vndꝛe fote, and lieth woun⸗ 
ded, maimed, & mangled in the mire of the ſtre⸗ 
tes. Fea not only the weake ar offended here 
with, but alſo ſome farther growen, and meꝛe 
exerciſed, and endued with greater knowlege, 
beginne to ſtagger, and to doubte, whether the 
woꝛld be gouerned dy goddes pꝛouidẽce, eꝛ whe 
ther al thinges be tombled, and toſſed by chaũ 
ce, whan they ſee in how great welt hand felici 
te the vngodlie liue, and how the godlie wraſtl 
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& tugge continually, with al maner of miſeri⸗ 
es, and calamuies. Foz Aſaph coafeſſeih thay 
his fete reere al moſt ouerturned, and his ſtep⸗ 
pes ſlidden, whan he ſaw the peace. i. the pꝛoſpe 
ritee of the vngodlie. Re was ſo nigh a fal that 
he was al moſt comme to this, to ſaie, J haue 
plainly clenſed my herte in vaine, vntil he en⸗ 
tred in to goddes holie places, conſidered moꝛe 
depely, his pꝛouidence, and ſo perced farther, & 
vndꝛeſto de the ende of the vngodlie, how God 
had ſett them iu aflipperie place, to giue ihem a 
moꝛe ſhameful fal. And therefoꝛe, that is to 
be noted, he confeſſeth, that befeꝛe god had ed⸗ 


mitted him, in to a farther vndꝛeſtanding of his 


pꝛouidence, while he folowed his awne witie in 
cẽſideringe the affaires. & happes of the woz!d, 


he was a verie beaſte befoꝛe god. Jeremie al⸗ 


ſo, though he acknowlege, that the woꝛld is go 
uerned by goddes pꝛouidence, yet he can not cõ 
pꝛehende, by his witte, but that thinges might 
be don better. Feꝛ thus he ſaieih. They art 


iuſt loꝛd, if 7 ſhuld contende with the. Fy theſe 


woꝛdes it appeareth,that he acknowlegeth gods 
des pꝛouidence, in gouerninge the wozld, Fox 
why ſ buld he coplaine to god aboute thoſe ihin 
ges, where with god ſhuld haue no thinge 10 
do, if the woꝛld were not gouerned by him: Oz 
why ſhuld he acknowlege god to be iuſt in thoſe 
| B ih, 


thinges , wherein he is offended , and trobled; 
if thei were not 02dzed by him. Foz theſe woꝛ 
des, thou art iuſt loꝛd / if J ſhuld contende with 
the, ſignifie aſmuche, as if he ſhuld ſaie,J know 
loꝛd, ihat al ihinges ar gouerned by the, and co⸗ 
me to paſſe by thy pꝛouidence, & that thou haſt 


a iuſt reaſon in al thy doinges, but J can not ſee 


ſuch, as deſpice him and his. 


it in manie thinges and namely in ihe pꝛoſperi 
te of the vngodlie. Foꝛ it foloweth, vet J wil 
ſpeate iudgementes with the. that is, yet me thi 
keih ſome thinges go not rigt. Why is the 
waie of the vngodlie pꝛoſperous, why be they 
bappye,and line in al welth, & ioilitie, that trãſ⸗ 
greſſe tranſgreſſion, that is, which be extreme, 


and exceding great tranſgreſſoꝛs of thy lawes? 


This is the thinge, that trobleth the Pꝛophete, 
that ſemeth not 1ight . Foz it ſemeth to mans 
nes reaſon iuſter, that god ſhuld aduãce, & pꝛoſ 
per his frendes, and faithful ſeruantes, and nat 
But it is wel, 
that he acknowlegeth that god is iuſt. Foz the⸗ 
reby he confeſſeth. that here mate be ſome what 
moꝛe in the matter, thau he cold attaine vnto. 

And yet he is angrie with him ſelfe, that he cold 
not perceaue the reaſon of it, If this happened 
to ſo notable men, to men furniſched with ſo ex 
cellent graces of god, to men ſomuch exerciſed 
in ſpiritual matters, it is moꝛe certaine, that 
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weake, and vnpꝛactiſed mindes, wold be offen⸗ 
ded, trobled & amaſed with this, that anti :iſt 
ſhuld oppꝛeſſe goddes miniſters,cucrthzow , & 
al moſt quenche out the goſpel of Chaiſt, & al tu 
doctrine, ſette vp, and blaſe abꝛode falſe religion, 
thoꝛough cut al ihe woꝛld and triumphe in his 
miſcheife, not a few daies, but manic hundꝛed ye 
res. Bycauſe this muſt nedes be verie offen⸗ 
ſine to manie, and make ihem vrauc:, vnd donte 


of goddes pꝛouidẽ ce, it pleaſed god to ſ hew afo⸗ 


rehan d, by other his pꝛopheiee and epeſiles. & 
by this his faithful ſeruant. S. Joan, that theſe 
thinges ſhuld cemme to paſſe bat al me might 
know, that they fal not in bychaunce, but be go⸗ 
uerned, and oꝛdꝛed by his wiſeds.cnd foꝛe know 
lege, and ſo arme them ſclucs with patience, in 
ſuch ouerthwarte iſſues as they ſeme to rs;con_ 
ſider inge that ged doeih al ihinges meſt n:ſt- 
ly, and wiſely, to his awne gloꝛie; end the furs 
theraunee of his choſen If you wil knew 
the cauſes,rehy god hath appe inted and eꝛdai⸗ 
ned that antid:21ſt ſhal riſe, and ſer rp his hoꝛ⸗ 
nes and beate doune the tru church, & ſtabliſhe 
his countrefaite pꝛeiſthode, his kingdom of ſha 
nelinges, his mõckerie, nont ie, and al hie popes 


rie, his falſe dectrine and open beaſtlie erroꝛs, 


ſerch the ſcriptures. And if you find cauſes there 


exy ieſſed, ſee that ye reuerence in them goddes 


— 


- wiſcdom,and righteouſnes. As in dede ſom 
be there expꝛeſſed, as J doubte not but you ſh, 
heare at large , whan our brother ſhal comm 
to that place in the. 2. epiſtle to the Theſſal. 3 
you find not al there expꝛeſſed, oꝛ be not ſatiſſte 
with the, oy be there expreſſed , crie out wit] 
S. Paule. O the depenes of the riches, of th 
wiſedom, and Fnowlege of god &c. But ye 
there is one thinge moꝛe, that tzobleth mani 
wittes now a daies, wherein perchaunce the) 
maie be ſatiſfied oꝛ ſome what quieted, and iha 
is, how it can be, that al thinges cõme to paſſe 
by goddes wil, and oꝛdinance, & yet manie thĩ⸗ 
ges in the woꝛld be don againſt his woꝛde, and 
againſt his wil. It is no meruail, if this bt 
herd to vndꝛeſtande. Fo:. S. Auguſtine graũ⸗ 
teth, that it cometh to paſſe, by a wondꝛeful, & 

vnſpeakable maner, that, that commeth not te 
paſſe beſide goddes wil, hat is don againſt his 
wil. But ye ſhal know, that whan men do e⸗ 
uil woꝛckes. concerninge the faute, and vice of 
their actes, they do that, that is againſt goddes 
wil, but concerninge the end and that, that god 
wil turne they: cuil actes vnto, thei do the this 
Kea that god wil haue to be don. And theres 
fore. S. Augu lune ſateth , verie profoundly, & 
lernedly. Theſe be the great, wonderful, and ex 
quiſite woꝛckes of god that whan mannes, and 
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angels nature had ſinned, that is, had don, nos 
that he wold, but that thei wold, euen by the ſas 
me wil of the creatute., whereby that was don, 
that the creatoꝛ wold not, he fulfilled that he 
wold , vſinge wel euen em! thinges, as ſupꝛe⸗ 
mely good him ſelfe, to the damnation of them, 
wh he inſily foꝛe oꝛdained to puniſ hment, and 


to the ſaluatiõ of them, whom he mercifully fo⸗ 


reoꝛdained to grace. Foꝛ as touchinge them 
ſelues, thei did that god wold not, but touchinge 
the ommpotentie of god, thei cold no waie do 
it. Foꝛ euen in this, that ther did againſt gods 
des wil, goddes wil was don vpon them. By 
theſe woꝛdes he teacheth that though god ab⸗ 
horre mennes nawghtie and wicked dedes, yet 
thei comme not to paſſe beſides his wil, and oꝛ⸗ 
dinance touching the end and vſe of them. Fos 
he wil make mennes nawghtie dedes, ſerne to 
good endes, and vſes. And therefoꝛe the ſame 
autoꝛ ſaieth againe. When in the laſt date Chꝛiſt 
ſhal comme to iudge the woꝛld, than in the moſt 
eleare light of wiſedõ i ſ al appeare , that now 
the faith of the godlie hath, how certaine, & ing 
tuitable, and moſl effectual goddes wil ts, how 

manie thinges he can do, and wil not, but wil⸗ 
leth nothinge that he can not do, and how tru it 
is, that is ſounge in the pſal, Dur god is in hea 

nen, he hath don, whatſocuer he wold, which ſee 


rely is not tru, if he wold haue ſome thing 
don, aid hith not don them. There isn 
than anie thing don, onles the omnipotent w 
haue it don, ether in ſuffringe it to be don, oꝛ 
doinge it himſelfe. Hitherto . D. Auguſtin 
And th ꝛt you mate vndꝛeſtand, that he taker 
goddes ſuffringe, foꝛ goddes oꝛdinance, thong 
god wozcke ſondꝛie wies, ſome tymes by him 
ſelfe, ind ſom? tymes by his creatures good „ 
bad, he goeth fariher, & ſateth moꝛe ouer . Ne 
theri sit to be douted, but that god doeth we 
in ſuffeing to be don, what ſoeuer is don il. 
Foꝛ he ſuffreth not this / but by iuſt iudgement 
Though than choſe thinges, that be euil, ina, 
much as thei be euil, be not goo d, yet it is good 
that not only good thinges, but alſo euil thi 
ges ſhuld be. Foꝛ if this were not good / tha 
euil thĩges alſo ſhuld be / t hei ſhuld in no wiſe 
be ſuffred of the almighty good i. god. To whe 
without doubte as eaſie as it is, to do what hi 
wil, ſo eaſie is it, not to ſuffre, that he wil no! 
to be don. Outof theſe woꝛdes we lerne, that 
the diuine min. S. Auguſt. vndꝛeſtode, that al 
the thinges in the wo2zld comme to paſſe by the 
oꝛdinance of god, and that goddes wiſeds was 
ſuch, that he ſaw it good / that euil thĩges ſhuld 
be, and his power ſuch: t hat he cold turne thoſe 
euils to good. Now leſt anic man ſhuld thinc 
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te here vp3, that god is the auto? of euil,he teas 
cheth, that there is ſome thinge in mennes «cs 
tes, not by goddes propre woꝛckinge, but by his 
oꝛdinance / to a certaine end, and by the pꝛopꝛe 
woꝛckinge in dede of Satan, and dy mãnes aws 
ne nawghtines. Foz god wrought not nawghs 
tines in Adams herte firſt, but oꝛdained, that 
Satan moued with his awne malice ſhuld tur⸗ 
ne Adam to euil, & woꝛcke nawghtines in him 
thoꝛough Adams awne faute. And that nawgh 
tines al Adams ofſpꝛinge, & poſterite dꝛaw froͤ 
him Now than after this ſoꝛte al men aͤr 
made / euiland ful of nawghtie deſires. God 
the gouernoꝛ of the woꝛld wil haue this nawgh 
tines / that lurcłeth in mennes hertes / to be 
bewꝛaied, and brought foꝛth to light, whereby 
his awne wiſedom, righteouſnes, and mercie 
maie be declared. So than he oꝛdaineth that 

this man ſhal vttre in acte the lecherous deſires 

that lie hidden in his herte, this his theuiſhe, 


this his murtherous minde. And thus he oꝛ⸗ 


dꝛeth al mennes euil actes, ſo that no thinge cõ⸗ 
meth to paſſe beſide his oꝛdinance, but he is not 
the autoꝛ, and propre woꝛcker of the euil that is 
in mennes hertes. If he did woꝛcke, and cau⸗ 
ſe an adulterous mind in a man, whoſe mind 
was pui e, and innocent befoꝛe, and than moued 
im to vttre the ſame in acte, and dede, he ſhuld 


de the autoꝛ of euil. But if he woꝛcke not tha 
adulterous mind, but finderh the mind coꝛrup 
te and defiled by Satan, and by the perſon him 
ſelfe, and th in oꝛdaineth where, and whan, & 1 
what endes the ſane ſhalbe made open to ih 
woꝛld, he is not the aute:, and woꝛcker, but th 
orderer, and diſpoſer of eull. And in chi: 
matter thus vndꝛeſtzndꝛd, y50 ſhal know tha 
al we, whom it hith pleaſed god to appointe te 
treate his werd in this plæc do agree. Fo: hi 
that ſaid, that it weg not goddes wil hat Adam 
ſould ſi ne, mot not ſinply & enecie waie / that 
it was not goddes wil, thet Adam ſould jinne, 
but he ment, that tou ginge the ſiufulnes cf A; 
dns acte it was not godves wil, that he ſhy'd 
cane, dut 259 hinge ihe end, and that, that god 
wold turne Jun ſinful acre vnto, he graun⸗ 
teth that it wits godoes wil, that Adam ſhuld 
ſtune. Thia much J hought good to ſpeake as 
forchand, dicauſe. S. Joannes viſion leadeth vs 
to a conſideration of Hoddes pꝛoui dence, and oꝛ 
dꝛinge of al thin zes / that happen to the church 
in: his later tyme:wherein we can not walke ſa 
felv, õles we know the thinges, that J haue told 
you. Now to the texte. 
And there pꝛoceded out of the thꝛone light⸗ 
ninges and thõdꝛin ges and voices, and. y. lam⸗ 


pes of fier burninge befoꝛe the thꝛone which be 


ot that 
oꝛrup⸗ 
n bins 
„& to 
to the 
but the 
in chia 
ro that 
inte to 
Foz he 
Adam 
that 
ſinne, 
cf 11s 
Thu'd 
at god 


rauns 


ſhuld 
ate a⸗ 
th vs 
1110 02 
hurch 
ale ſa 
told 


ight⸗ 
lam- 


ch be 


th e. . ſpiri tes of god 5 Theſe woꝛdes in my 
opinion tecch rat al ihe thiuges that ar don in 
the woꝛld pꝛocede out of goddes iudgement, de 


be the effectes of his ſpirite. When the mins 


des of goddes choſen be illuminated, & lights 
ned, when the wicked ar fraied / & hoꝛribly ſtri 
te with goddes ibꝛeates as it were with light⸗ 
nĩges, vhã goddes preachers tho dꝛe againſt the 
coꝛrupte maners of ihe woꝛld, whant hei ſend 
ſoꝛth the ſwete voices of the goſpel , "= 
exhoꝛte and comfoꝛte, bꝛeifely whan ihei ſhery 
anie grace and reitue, al Bie pꝛecedeth out of 


godd:s thꝛone, out of goddes indgement, and 


theſe be the mighiy woꝛrckes of his ſpirite. 

Where; the poridence ef god is certainly ſet 
be loꝛe vs in goueininge the woꝛ ld. Fez by 
theſe ſpecial effectes , we muſt vndꝛeſtande the 
hole, $-2ifanic parte cf the world, and men 
nes doinges, be gouerned by goddes pꝛouiden⸗ 
ce, than al ia gouerued by the ſame, ſith there is 
no conuenience, noꝛ reaſon why he ſhuld medle 
with parte, and not with al. Fer itagreeth 
nether with his goodnes / noꝛ with his power, 
that he ſhuld leaue nie thing rnloked to; & vn⸗ 
gouerned. And there foꝛe the ſcripture aſſig⸗ 
neth the leſt and meſt contẽtible woꝛckes that be 
don in the woꝛld to goddes promdence, as in 


hewinge of wood, the fallinge of an axe froͤ the 


helue, whereby a man is ſlaine. And in M 
ſeis tabernacle not only the golden table, the g 
den cherubs, the golden arke, were made by g 
des appointement, but alſo the gredirons, t 
diſches, the ſpones, and ihe ſnuffers, and ſuch 
ther baſe thinges S. Jo. reciteth the chei 
woꝛckes of god, thondꝛinges, lightninge s, at 
voices, to giue vs a light to ſee al the reſt, and 
make a waie to entre farther. 

And ſeuen lampes burninge) By theſe .; 
lampes J vndꝛe and the hol ie goſt, and his ſo 
dꝛie giftes and graces, which burne, ar quick 
liuelie, and buſie in poꝛcking, giue light, and c6 
feꝛie to goddes choſen without ceaſing. Thi 
ie Moſeis golden candleſticke, with ſeuen can 
dles burninge continually⸗ 

Which be the. . ſpirites of god) Theſe 
uen lampes be, that is ſignifie, & repꝛeſent th 
ſeuen ſpitites of god. But how is it, that h 
attr ibuteth to god. . ſpirites, Foꝛ we know 
that god hath bur one ſpirite, and that ſpirite c. 
not be diuided, and ſondꝛed in to partes. 

G ddes one ſpirite is called ſeuen ſpirites, by: 
ceuſe he ia furniſhed with, ſeuen, that is / witl 
ſondꝛie and innumerable graces. Fox ſeve! 
in the ſci ipture is d perfecte n6b:e, and ſignifi⸗ 
eth fulnea. So goddes ſeuen ſpirites, is aſ⸗ 

much to ſaie, as goddes ſeuenfold ſpirite, that ie 
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goddes ſpirite ful of al good giftes pꝛocedetk 
from goddes throne .i.ts ſent in to mennes her 
tes / and weꝛcleih ſondꝛie effectes in them ae⸗ 
coꝛdinge to goddes ivdgement. 

And in the ſight of ihe ihꝛone there was a 
glaſſie ſea like Chꝛyſtal) The ſea is variag 
ble / and vnſtable / ſome tymes caume / & quie⸗ 
te / ſome iymes nobleſe me and raging / and 
therefore the woꝛld is expꝛeſſed by it in the ſcrip 
ture / wherein there is much toſſing and tur⸗ 
moiling / great vnſtablenes / manie wondꝛe ful 
chaunges / and turnes. This ſea is glaſſie. 
Glaſſe is alſo verie bꝛitle / and maie ſignifie 
the frailtie of the woꝛld. But bycauſe the ſea 
is after ward likened to chꝛyſtal / and that both 
glaſſe / and cryſtal ex celle in clearnes / I thinc⸗ 
fe that the ſea is ſaid to be glaſſie / and chꝛiſtal⸗ 
line / bycanſe that al ihinges / that ar do in the 
woꝛld / ar open to goddes eyes. Foz as in 
chꝛiſtal there is not a thinge ſo litle, but th at it 
maie be ſeen / ſo there is no thinge dõ in the 
woꝛld ſo ſmal / as that it can eſcape Goddes 
ſi ght and knowlege. This ſea is before the 
throne/that is / ſubiecte to goddes indgement, 
rule / and gouernment. Aud therefore foztus 
ne / and chaunce haue no place therein. No⸗ 
thing is dd inc35derately / and atauenture. 


Men do not what they liſt / but their doinges 


er fubfecte to Goddes throne. The Medes y 
and Pei ſians did not v hat they liſted / noꝛ put 
on weapõs vpõ they: awne deniſe without god 
againſt the Babilonians / but as we haue in E⸗ 
ſaie / the loꝛd cõmaunded his ſauctified.i.whõ 
he had prepared / and he called his ſtroͤg vals 
fant ſoldiars / to exequute his wrath. Sena⸗ 
cherib the kinge of the Aſſiriens did not what 
he liſted againſt the people of Jeruſalem. Fox 
god ſaide / that he wold put an hooke in his 
noſtrels / and a biidle iu his lippes / and bꝛin⸗ 
ge him backe / by the waie / that he came. 
Fea what ſoeuer he did againſt Jeruſalem / he 
did by geddes oppointment. Foꝛ thus ſaieth 
god in the. 9. of Eſai. O Aſſur / the rod of my 
furie / and the ſtaffe of my wiath, Z wil ſend 
him to an hypocrital people / J wil cõmaund 
him egaĩſt the people of my indignatiõ / to ſpoi⸗ 
le ſpoiles & c. Vabuchodonoſoꝛ did not / 
what he liſted / noꝛ roſe of hĩſelfe without god/ 
againſt Sion. F£-2 god ſaieih in the. 29. 0f 
Eſa. to Oauids citie. J wil beſege ihe / and aſ⸗ 
ſaultee the by towꝛes / and raiſe vp heapes of 
erth / againſt the. And of the kinge of Babi⸗ 
l/he ſaieth in the. i. cf Jere. Thau art my 
hammer / and weapss of warre / J haue by the 
beaten de une natiõs / and deſtroied FindImes. 
3 haue by the beaten doune the horſe / end kis 
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ho &c. Seinge than that men ar ſublecte 
to goddes throne/and do not what they liſt / 
but be his inſtrumentes ſcourgee / hatchertes / 
and hammers / we oughr patiently to ſuſtaine 
.. whs | our pzeſi ent affliction , andthe great miſerie of 
x vals our countree. And we maie wel conceaue hog 
Zenas pe of confoꝛte, and of better ſtate, conſideringe / 
what | thar god hath alſo, an hofe in the noſtrelles, & 
For | a ſnaffle in in the mouthes euen of the vnmer⸗ 
in his I ciful oppꝛeſſoꝛs of his ſeruauntes in England / 
b:ins whereby he wil dꝛaw them another waye / and 
reſtraine theyr rage, whan he hath duly plaged 
he the repꝛobate, & ſufficiẽtly haſhiſed his choſen, 
ſaieth Only lette vs remoue the cauſes, of theſe ou: 
of my | miſeries,namely lothinge of goddes holie wor s 
[ ſend ] de, boilinge luſtes, idle wantonnes,aud greedie 
aund deſires of woꝛdlie thinges, & we ſhal ſee ſhorts 
ſpoi⸗ ly Pharao „aud his furious armie dꝛouned in 
not / | the red ſea. And we that haue longe ſounge 
god / moꝛneful ſonges, ſhal baunge our tunes, and 
9. 0f ſinge another while ioifully with Moſes, and 
d af, Miriam. The loꝛd is our ſtrength, and our 
es of pꝛaiſe, & he his our ſaluation, this is our god, 


Zabi⸗ and we wil magniſe him, our fathers 
't my god, and we wil aduance him. Foꝛ 
dy the this lette vs pꝛaie, to this lette 
mes. vs ſaie, Amen, amen. 

d Kis 


C 


© | After this lecture, it pleaſed the partie 
ſpoken of befoꝛe, to make certayne 
argumentes againſt mine aſ⸗ 
ſertiõ, whereunto here 


foloweth the 
aũſwer o 


; C Thethird reading. 


conſcience beareth me witnes,th« 


My thoꝛough goddes grace, and good 
| — nes, J haue taught yon the trut 


in this place, and that J haue ſpoken reuerent 
of god, and his woꝛckes. J am charged in de 
de with vnreuerent ſpecch. But alas, wh 
ſhuld moue me to ſpeake vnreuerẽtly of hi wh 
made me, whan J was nothing, who ſane 


me, whan J was loſt, who reſtoꝛed me to lif 


whan J was ded, who quited me, whan J wa 
to be damned, who raiſed me vp to heauen, wh 
J was to be caſt in to hel / who hath fed n 
from my cradle, and than moſt plentiouſly, wh 
J was an oꝛphane, who alſo J am certaine, ha: 
deliuered me out of manie daungers, thauo 
dance whereof to pꝛocure, J had nether cour 
ſel , no: purpoſe , noꝛ thought, in whom no 


, — — N —˙¹ͥÄ̃ 


being chaſed out of my conntree , and baniſhed 
from mine acquaintaunce, & knowen f rendes, 
J finde ſwete comfoꝛte, and great plentie of tot 
es / euen in the middeſt of teares. But the 
maner of my ſpeaking ſoundeth vnreuerently / 
though in my mind / J mate thincke reuerently. 

If this be an vnreuerent ſpeech, to ſaie, that 
it was goddes wil, and oꝛdinance, that Adam 
ſhuld ſinne, than this is an vnreuerent ſpeech⸗ 
to ſaie, that it was goddes wil, and ordinance / 
that the Jues ſhuld crucifte Chꝛiſt, and that Jo- 
ſephes bꝛethern ſhuld ſel him in to Aegypte. 
d good⸗ But the holie goſt ſaieth / by the mouth of his 
e truth] holie Apoſtles / and pꝛimitiue church, that the 
nerentlyͤ Jues and the gẽtiles came together to do, what 
d in de⸗ ſoeuer goddes hand, & purpoſe, had oꝛdained to 
, what] be don. And the ſame holie goſt ſaieth by the | 
hi wha mouth of the right vertuous, and holie man 
o ſane] Joſeph, you ſent me not hither , but god. 

fel Howbeit you muſt know, that whan we ſaie, 

that it was goddes wil, and oꝛdinance, that A⸗ 
dam ſhuld ſinne, the meaninge is not, that god 
delighted in Adams ſinne , oꝛ that god alo wed 
Adams ſinne, oꝛ that god was the pꝛopee cau⸗ 
ine, hai fc , 02 propre woꝛcker of Adams ſinne / but ale 
thauoil meaning is, that it was goddes wil, that A⸗ 
er coun dam ſhuld ſinne, thorough Satans enuie / and 


om no Adams awne faulte, not for the ſinnes ſafe / oꝛ 
3 


es, that 


in reſpecte of the ſinne, but for the end that k 
wold turne the ſinne vnto. And that the ho 
le matter, thai J haue taught you herein is tru 
J haue a ſure ground. Foz the ſcripture tea, 
cheth plainly, that al the thinges, that ar don it 
the world · ar gouerned by goddes wil. Thy 
teſtimonie of Salomon, is plaine, that Go? 
hith wꝛought al thi iges foꝛ him ſelte , euẽ rhe 
vngodlie, to an euil daie. And. S. Paule 
ſpeaking of goddes bli iding, and reiecting of 
the Jues, aud receauing of ihe gentiles to mer⸗ 
cie, pꝛonounceth, that al thinges ar of him / 
by him, and into him. Jeremie repeouing 
the furious madnes of them that denied god⸗ 
des pꝛouidence in his tyme, maferh this demã⸗ 
de, with a ſtomake. Who is he, that ſaieth, a 
thing is don, and god commaunded it not, that 
is to ſaie, oꝛdained it not The ſame Jeres 
mie, whan the fing of Babils purpoſed to inua 
de the Moabites , aud being now in his ioꝛ⸗ 
naie, chaunged his purpoſe, and came againſt 
Jeruſale in, crieih out. J know, loꝛd, that mã⸗ 
nes way is not his awne znether is it of man / 
to gouerne, and to directe his arene ſieppes. 

And therefoꝛe Salomon ſaieth alſo, that man⸗ 
nes ſteppes ar guided of god. Aud to teach vs 
certainly, that nothinge commeth to paſſe by 
Caunce, and to remoue al matter of doubtinge 
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peꝛce, and cauſing euil, thats, warre, I Jcho 


of the ſcripture, that teach, that godijs the ind⸗ 


to make with vs , yet he hath one ſentence, that 


went to much a wꝛie in this matter.  . Foz 


in this queſtion, the ſame Salomon teachheth/ 
that thoſe thinges, wherein hep ſemerh moſt to 
haue pla ce, pꝛocede out of the iudgdmẽ of god. 
Lottes, ſaieth he, ar caſt in to the lappe: but 
the hole iudgement is from Jehoua. How 
eloquently, and how diligently ,is this matter 
beaten in t. mennes heades, in the pꝛepheties 
of Eſaie? Where god, after that he hath ſ bevo⸗ 
ed, that he wold raiſe rp fing Cyꝛue, from the 
eaſt to beate dounne Fabilon, and to conquere 
manie nations, to the confuſion of al E picures 
babling bande, aſfeih 1His queſtion. Who bath 
wꝛought, and don theſe thinges? And aunſwe⸗ 
reth thereto himſelfe. J Jeheua the firſt, and 
with the laſt, ani hu, Jem he. And in ie 
45. cha. I the lezde, and there is no moꝛe; fra⸗ 
ming light, and cauſing dercknes / making 


na do al theſe thinges . N2erfcly al ihe places 


ge , and gouernoꝛ of the world / teach that al 
thinges comme to paſſe by his wil, aud oꝛdi⸗ 
nance . But this truth hath had aduerſaries 
in alages. Foꝛ to goe no higher. S. Hiero⸗ 
me, though he haue ſome ſentences, that ſeme 


putteth me out of doubre ,1hat he hal ted, end 


Ci. 


wꝛitinge vpon one of the pꝛophetes, he ſai, 
in mockage , that ſome ar ſo ſtraite mainteine 
of goddes pꝛouidence, that they affirme / tl 
god knoweth, how maneflies , & gnattes ib 
re be in the woꝛld, which he thincketh to be 
baſe a matter, foꝛ god to be occupied in. N 
how vntrue this is, you know, that haue hea 
the loꝛd Jeſus / who is in goddes boſome , a 
"Fnoweth al his ſecretes, affirme, that the hear 
of our heades ar nombꝛed, and that there f; 
leth not a litle ſparow vpon the erth, beſide 1 
wil, and oꝛdinance of our heauenlie father. 
Nether maie you thincke, that god knoweth fl 
es, and gnattes, and litle ſparowes with irc 
ſom tediouſnes , which is found in man, bicat 
ſe df his weacknes. And therefoꝛe vehan t 
prophete Eſaie ſpeakeih of goddes pꝛouidene 
how he bꝛought ſ62th the armie of heauen, th 
is to ſaie, the ſtarres, & called euerie one by n. 
me; ſaieth thus Why ſaieſt then Jacob /n 
waie is hidden from Jehoua, and my iudg 
mẽt ſhal paſſe from my god, that is to ſaie, god 
des oꝛdinance extendeth not to me? Doe 
thou not know / that the eternal god Je hou⸗ 
who made the rtter moſt partes of the erth / 
not werie / noꝛ feleth tediouſnes / oꝛ paine, 4 


that his vndꝛeſtanding can noi be ſerched out: 


By theſe woꝛdes Hieromes fears, thatg 
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ſhuld be ouer much vnſemely bu fied with fo 
ſmal thinges, is pꝛoued fond, and ſuperfluous, 
Wel, ſuch aduerſaries the truth had than. 
Nowbeit it had alſo as ſironge maintainers , 
Foꝛ. S. Auguſtine in the ſame tyme gloriouſ⸗ 
ly , and inuincibly defended it, and to this daie 
he raigneth in it / as a mightie conqueroꝛ of al 
ihem, that dare hiſſe againſt it. Theater ſeo⸗ 
le men, thought not altogether amiſſe of this 
matter. Foz ther ſaie, that al thinges com⸗ 
me neceſſarely to paſſe, not by the neceſſitec of 
natural cauſes, but by the neceſſitee of goddes 
02dinance, which thei cal neceſſitatem conſequE 
tie. Some ſophiſters, that folowed afterwars 
de delighting them ſelues in choplogike, & in 
bꝛaules , and vaine ſubtilties , Iabozed on tho⸗ 
therſide to impugne the truth hereof. And in 
our tyme the popes peare of baſtarde diuines 
Eckus, and Pigghius haue taken the ſame thĩ⸗ 
ge in hand. And not only papiſtes ar buſie 
herein , but alf; o ſome pꝛofeſſoꝛs of tru religion, 
ethcr breauſe thei be pꝛepoſterouſly feareful, o: 
bicauſe thei haue wanton idle wittes, In 
this later oꝛdꝛe J compte the harriehardharti⸗ 
ans in England. In the the nombꝛe of the 
faſt, J put Philippe Melar chthon, who in the 
beginning, was verie crneſt, and free, but af⸗ 


terward when he ſary, the peruerſi te of the ra⸗ 


ging woꝛld, being a man naturally fearful, h 
beganne to gine place, and to beare with the p 
p ſtes in more tninges, than this. Howbei 
Ithincke ſurely, that he relented not altogether 
of feare, but parily to winne the weake , whoſ 
tendꝛe yonge ſtomakes cold not bzofe ſo hard 
meate, at the firſi. Foꝛ he is a right godlie m4, 
and ſtudious to pꝛomote ſincere de ctrine by al 
meanes. Melanchihen than ſtandeih not 
plainly with vs, nether ſtandeth he plainly as 
gainſt vs. Feꝛ if ye mai cke his wiitinges 
theꝛoughly, he impugneth, and beateth doune 
only this, that god is ihe autoꝛ of ſinne, wher 
in no man diſſenteth from him, ſaue the mad 
Manichees in old time, and in our tyme men 
like. to them , the loft Libertines. Jirhincke 
wel, that there be ſome other good men which 
to auoide the offenſe of vnlerned tendꝛe eares / 
forbeare to ſpeake plainly what thei thir cke in 
this matter. Kut Zuinglius, and Occelam⸗ 
padius rwo lightes of the woꝛlde „Martinus 
Lutherus , and Mertinus Bucerus, men of in 
comparable fnowlege , and lerninge, Petrus | 
Maty:, and Joannes Caluinus , of which two 
the firſt in ſondꝛie ſcrences , end in pꝛeſent regs. 
dines and liuelines of wirre excelleth al che me, , 
tþat we knorp in Europe , thother in eloquence, 
in 5 þgndlinge , and vndꝛeſtandinge of 
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later tyme, haue erpreſly ; plainly, fully, and 


the ſcripture , is 4 mirecle to al men / euen to 


the verie papiſtes. Al theſe, by whom god 
hathmoſt wondꝛefully renued his truth in this 


ſtrongly not only affirmed , but alſo with moſi 
pithie and ſound reaſons coͤfirmed the thinges, 
that Z haue taught you in this place, & at this 
pꝛeſent reherſe vnto you. Nor ſeing J heue 
f poken after the meaning, and maner of the ho⸗ 
lie goſt , and after the rndreſtanding of moſt 
godlie / and moſt excellently wel lerned men; 3 
truſt you wil not thinke / that J haue ſpofen ra 
ſhely , 02 vnreuetently of god, and his worckes;® 
J have choſen in dede purpoſely , to treare* 
ſuch places amonge you, as touch goddes pꝛo⸗ 
nidence in gouet ning the world, partly to cons 
foꝛte my ſelfe, and you in this woful tyme, and 
partly to ſhew the inconſt derate wilfulnes of 
the harrihardeharti3s , & ſuch beggerlie docs 
toꝛs in England. Now ſome foꝛ exerciſe of 
lernitige / have ſet ther ſelves againſt me in 
this my tranil; of roh6 J nede nor to be much 
aferde, foz two cauſes. Firſt brcauſe thei bꝛin⸗ 


ge not with them bitrernes of minde /noz ha⸗ 
tred ether againiſtme / oꝛ againſt the truth. 
Secondly brcauſe they fight) with leaden ſwe es 
des. Fo: agaiñ̃ſt that /that J ſald foꝛ the thes 
row mainteinance of goddes ptonidence / that 
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it was goddes wil, and oꝛdinance, that Ada 
ſhuld ſinne/they make this fainte reaſõ: Ad; 
ſinne was iniquitee, but god willeth none in 
quitee , ergo &c. J aunſwere, that theſe l. 
gicians begile them ſelues, in doute ful terme 
$0: to wil / hath a double ſignification. 

Foꝛ we maie be ſaid to wil a thinge, whan v 
alow it, oꝛ delight in it. And ſo Dauide 
woꝛde, lo kaphets , certainly ſignifieth, ar 
ſhuld be thus engliſhed : Thou art not a go 
that hath pleaſure in iniquitee. And v 
maie be ſaid alſo to wil a thinge , whan we de 
light not in the thige noꝛ alow it, but oꝛdaine 

to be do, foꝛ ſome purpoſe. If theſe men that! 
our aduerſaries in diſputing / not in meaning 
vndꝛeſtand by this woꝛld / to wil / that god de 
lighted not in Adams ſin / noꝛ alowed it | 
ſaie we. And than they fight againſt thei 
awneſhadowes . But if thei meane / iliat 
was not goddes decree / and oꝛdinance / thc 
Adam ſhuld ſunne , foꝛ another purpoſe 'J mea 
ne, than foꝛ the reſpecte of ſinne , thã we ſaie 
they go aboute to pulle god out of his thꝛone 
to ſpoile him of his power / and violently t 
wꝛeſt out of his handes his office of indging. 
and gouerning the woꝛld. And thei 4 
weaelnes to god. Foz they ſo teache , that th 
ges be don whether god wil, 02 no 3 
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fecond argument is, that god in foꝛbidding A⸗ 
dam to eate of the frute / doclared his wil to be, 
that Adam ſhuld not eate thereof. But if god 
had ben in wil, that Adam ſhuld haue eaten of 
the frute, that had ben a contrariete in god, er⸗ 
go &c. To this J ſaie ſhoꝛtly, that god in des 
de by his commaundment, teſtified to Adam / 
what his pleaſure was / and what healowed/ 
and againe what Adãs dutie was to do towers 
des him / but this letted not god to wil, and de 
cree , that Adã thoꝛough his avone fault, ſhuld 
do the thinge / that god alowed not in it ſelfe / 
but oꝛdained to be don / fo: the ende / that he 
wold turne it vnto. Bycauſe god lied not / 
noꝛ alowed Adams ſinne, mighte he not there⸗ 
foꝛe oꝛdaine it to be don foꝛ ſome good ende? 

Who hath giuen you ſuch autoꝛitee ouer god to 
cutteſhozte his power, that he ſhal do no more 


to iudge wel don? ¶ Lo how terrible theſe wea 
pons be, which bꝛeake in ſhiuers; befoze they 
comme to the ſtrofe. But now commeth 


another mightic blow he that docth the wil of 
god , pleaſeth god, but Adam in bꝛeaking the 
commaundment of god, pleaſed not god, ergo 
ke did not his wil. J pꝛaie you good fren⸗ 
des , ſhuld Adam pleaſe god in doinge goddes 


il, and oꝛdinance with a faulte of his awncz 


Senacherib did godde⸗ wil and oꝛdina unc 
in afflicting the people of Jeruſalem, but by 
| eauſe de did it, with a faute of his awne, co! 
plaged hin, foꝛ doing that, that he reſtifieth 
he had appointed him to do. If vou can no 
erceaue, how men maie do Goddes decreed 
wil / with a fault of their awne / impure it to 
| your ignoꝛance / and want of vndzeſtanding/ 
1 & thincke it not by and by, to be falſe; that your 
meaſured witte can not compꝛe hende. The 
nexte argument i= lite the foꝛ ner / God rerrar 
ded not Adam with benifites / ergo he did not 
that goddes wil was to be don. Z wil make 
the like reaſon , God rewarded not the Jues 
with beneſites , foꝛ crucifiinge of Chꝛiſt, ergo 
it was not goddes wil / and oꝛdinance / that 
the Jues ſhuld cruciſie Chꝛiſt. But yet the 
holie goſt ſateth, that thei did, that goddes 
hand and purpoſe had foꝛeoꝛdained to be don. 
Pigghiua the papiſt frameth the argume it 
thus. Adam in ſi ininge, and the Jaes iu pꝛo⸗ 
curing Ch: :iſt-s death, did that god wold, and 
had oꝛdꝛined befoꝛe to be don / ergo ther were 
not to bepuniſh-d , Foꝛ right vndꝛeſtanding 
hereof / ye ſhal know, that god / and wick · d 
mien / wil ſome times one thinge, but not af⸗ 
ter one maner. Adams wil was to ſinne, and 


. goddes wil was, that he ſhuld ſine: - 
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But Adems wil wes to ſinne bycerſe he wold 
be qnal 10 ged / in fnowirge of good, & bad. 
And goddes wil was, that Adam thoꝛough 
his awne faute ſhi ld ſirne / io tu ne Adams 
ſinne to good / and io bz1r ge good out cf euil. 
Th: Jnes wil was to pur Chꝛiſt to death / and 
godd s wil was / that his ſe nne ſ huld die. 
But the Jues wil was / that he ſhuld die, by⸗ 
eauſe thei wold ſatiffie their malice, and cruel⸗ 
tie vpon him, and ge dddes wil was / that he 
ſhuld die, to raunſeme hie c̃eſen, and ſo to de 
clare hs ineſtimable geodnes. Sainct Auguſ⸗ 
tine ſneweth verie handſe mely , how ged wil⸗ 
leth the ſcams thinge / with a good wil / that 
men wil, whr:h a nerghiie wil. An vnthꝛif⸗ 
tie child willerh the death of his father / vhs 
god wil haue to die. Thei both wil one thig, 
namely the death of the man, but they wil it 


not, after one ſoꝛte. Fez the onthriftie ſonne 


God 


willer h ir, to enioie his father goodes. 
willeth it / to conucie him out of miſerie, if he 
be one of the choſen / 02 duly to puniſh him / if 
he be a repꝛobate. Js this rnthrifte than woꝛ⸗ 
thie to be rewarded with benifttes, bicauſe he 
wold the ſame thin ge, thai god wold? Naie ſus 
rely , Feꝛ he willed it vniuſtly, to an euil pur⸗ 
poſe , and god willed it iuſtly, to a good porpo⸗ 
ſe. Boies in ſcoles to pꝛactiſe then ſophiſtrie, 


make the argument, as handſomely,after this 
ſoꝛte. That wil, that agreerh with goddes wil, 
is good / the Jues wil agreed with goddes wil, 
foꝛ thei wold that Chꝛiſt ſhuld die, and god alſo 
wold / that he ſhuld die, ergo their wil was 
good. To this wiſe men aunſwer, that the 
Jues wil agreed not with goddes wil, in al cau 
ſes, and in al pointes, and therefoze it was not 
good, but extremely euil. The argument the 
refoꝛe is nawght. Fo: it is deducted ex cauſa 
non ſufficiente.i, of a cauſe not ſufficient . 
But let vs peruſe moꝛe of our aduerſaries rea⸗ 
ſons. God made man to immoꝛtalitie, ergo 
it was not his wil, that he ſhuld ſinne, and die. 
J aunſwer, that this is not an abſolute ſpeech, 
god made m5} to immoꝛtalitie, but a cõditional. 
God made man to immoꝛtalite, if he wold ha⸗ 
ne perſiſted, and continued inthe ſtate, that god 
made him in. Whan Jonas ſaieth / yet. 40. 
daies, and Niniue ſhalbe deſtroied, this ſpeech 
dellareth not goddes ſecrete determinatiõ, but 
what ſhuld folow, if rhei did not repente . 
God ſaieth ro Abrmelch , hauing taken to him 
Abꝛahams wife. Lo thou ſhalt die fo2 the wo - 
man, whom thou haſt taken. This ſemeth 
an abſolute ſpeech, but in dede it hath a ſecrete 
condition, wohich the ſcripture afterwarde expꝛeſ 
ſeth in theſe woꝛdes. Reſtoꝛe hir now to hyr 


him 
Wo 


huſ band, if thou reſtoꝛe hir not ( ſee the condis 
tis expreſſed) ;know that thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
Yet there remaineth another reaſon , that wold 
make anie man to quake, if he had nether wit / 


no? ſparcfe of a mannes mind. If you graũt 


not cõtingentiam ſaie thei, than ye affirme, that 


al thinges eõme to paſſe by fatal deſtinee , 


Here firſt J muſt tel you what cõtingens is. 


Cõtingens is that, which though it be ds after 
ſome certaine ſoꝛte, yet hath ofit ſelfe, and of 
his awne nature, that it might haue ben other 
wiſe dõ. As foꝛ exemple / Julius Ceſar ouer⸗ 
came Põpeie. There is nothinge inthe nas 
ture he rcof, but that Põpeie might haue ouer⸗ 
cõme Julius Ceſar. The legges of the lord 
Jeſus of theyr awne nature might haue ben bꝛo 
ken. Than we ſaie, that manie thinges of 


them ſelues, and of their awne nature, be cõtin 


gent, but touching goddes wil, and oꝛdinan⸗ 
ce there is nothing cõtingent in the woꝛld, that 
is to ſaie, nothinge in the woꝛld cõmeth to paſ 
ſe, other wiſe than he hath determined, and oꝛ⸗ 
dained. And > we ate, that Julius Ceſar 
muſt nedes ouercõme Põpeie, and that the leg⸗ 
ges of the loꝛd Jeſus cold not be bꝛoken by rea⸗ 
ſõ of goddes oꝛdinance. But ſo weagree 


with the ſtoifes , that ſaie, that al thinges come 
to paſſe, by fatal deſtinie. 


Naie ſurely, Foz 
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 thatheſhuldſinne, 


thoſe f3de philoſophers taught, that al thin, 
ges comme to paſſe by the capulatis of cauſes 
wwꝛapped one in another. And they made god 
ſubiect to this oꝛdꝛe/and row of cauſes depen⸗ 
ding one vpõ another, after ſuch ſoꝛte, as Bos 
mere deuiſed his chaine, whereũto he tieth Jup 
piter alſo . But we ſaie not, iat al thingescò⸗ 


mee to paſſe, foꝛ that the cauſes ar ſolicked to ge⸗ 


ther, that one thinge neceſſarely dꝛaweth ano⸗ 
ther , but bicanſe god hath thoꝛougb his ſecre⸗ 


te wil, and purpoſe, oꝛdained al thinges ſo to 


be do as thei be ds. And we make not god 
ſubieete ro +ained, and lincked cauſes ,but we 
make al capſes . and al thinges ſubiecte to god. 
This than that our aduerſaries wold fraie 
ps withal, was uothing, but lightninge out of 


a baſin. 


After that J had gon this far, two other 
reaſõs of iheirs, were bꝛought vnto me, wh ch 
though thei maie be confuted, by that, that J 


haue al readie ſaid, yet J wil examine X 4a ap 


cauſe J heare / chat they acknowlege moſt 
ſtrength to be in them. The firſt is this If 


it had ben goddes wil, that Adam ſhuld ſinne, 
than Adam ſhuld haue wanted free wil / but 
god gaue him free wil / to fepe his commaund 
mit, if he wold, ergo it was not goddes wil / 


This reaſon ſhinech to 


thing 
-auſes 
e god 
epens 


; Bos 


them as it were gold, but in dede it is but gils 


ted latin. Foꝛ goddes wil / and oꝛdinance let 
ted not, but that Adam ſhuld do frely, and wil⸗ 
lingly without compulſian that he did, neither 
did Adam ſinne, thoꝛough want of free wil, & 
natural ſtrength. If anie did affirme / ihat 


god compelled Adam to ſiune , 


than complaint 


might be made that Adam wanted free wil. 
And a reaſon might be framed againſt vs vpd 
Adams free wil. But if god oꝛdained, that 
Adam ſhuld ſinne, without compulſion / tho⸗ 
ꝛough his awne faute, and abuſe of. his free 


wil, than this reaſon hat h no 


maner of fozce/ 


and the complainte is made without cauſe .... 


But you wil ſaie, that there was no fauls nA- 
dam / if that were neceſſarely to be don, thu 


did. I denie the conſequence. Foeif. 


the 
e did 


willyngly bꝛeafe goddes commaundment, as it 
is euident, without compulſion/ there was a 
fault great enough in him The dinel doeth 


' [thoſe thinges neceſſarely ,chat 


he dorth / and 


can not chooſe but da thents yet bycauſe he do⸗ 
eth them willingly without compulſion / tho⸗ 
rough the rage of his nawghtie wil, he is iuſt 


ly to be damned. So though Adam did that 


muſt nedes be don, yet bycauſe 


he did Un with⸗ 


out compulſion, thorough a manifeſt fault cf 


his awne, he deſerued damnati 


on. H it is 


D 


not al one to do a thinge of neeeſſite; and to do 
a thinge of conſtraint . For god doeth good 
neceſſurely, and can not do otherreiſe, and yet 
he doth not good conſtrainedly . The dinel / 
as Ifhewed you doth euil neceſſarely, and can 
do none other, and yet he doeth not the ſame co 
ſtrainedly, but moſt willingly . And thus ne 
ther man, naꝛ diuel tan excuſe their faulte, by 
goddes oꝛdinance, and by ueceſſitee. Foꝛ god⸗ 
des oꝛdinance coͤpelleth nether man, no? dinel, 
to do il, and ſo leageth a place to their awne fau 
te. Foꝛ thei do that thei moſt deſire, and wold 
do none otherwiſe to chooſe. If men wil ſee 
this,thei muſt put of the old ſpectacles of fleſhlie 
bleared eyes, and deſire of god a new ſight, and 
to be made aegleeyed of him. Beare now 
the ſeconde argument. Sinne,; and deathjca- 
me in to the woꝛld by the ennie of the diuel, and 
the nawghtieconcupiſcence of Adam in tranſ- 
greſſing goddes commaundment, but the en⸗ 
nie of the diuel, and the naroghtie concupiſ⸗ 
cence of Adam, were contrarie to goddes wil / 
ergo it was not goddes wil / hat Adam ſhuld 
ſinne. I graũt that Adams nawhlitie con⸗ 
cupiſcence, aud the diuels enuie, ar contrarte 
to goddes wil, if you meane by goddes il, that 
god neuer alowed, ether the diuels enuie, 02 
Adams naroghtie concupiſcence. But wil 
= 


yon ſaie this / death camme into the wo2ld , by 
the enuie of the diuel, ergo it was not oꝛdained 
by god? Who than oꝛdain ed death, whether 
god wold oꝛ no? Sid god / as Eſaie teacher 
oꝛdaine gehenna, from yeſter daie, that is to 
ſaie, from eternitee, and not death? As death 
than came not in to the woꝛld beſides goddes 
oꝛdinance, and yet god delighteth not in death , 
as it is only death , but as it is the iuſi puniſh⸗ 
ment of ſinners, ſo ſinne cam me not in to the 
woꝛld beſides goddes oꝛdinance / and yet god 
delighteth not in ſinne, ag it is ſinne / but in 
mat that he mil turne ſinne vnto . Jou ha⸗ 
ue heard the reaſons. , that thei thincke maie be 
made againſt mes heare now how thei diſſolue 
my reaſons, made, againſt them. In which 
matten thei feately diſcharge them ſelues, of o⸗ 
ver much labor ©. $02 thei medel but with o⸗ 
ne of myn, thother that thei ſaje is myn, cams 
me out of their awne ſhoppes , and was neuer 
made by me. To ſhew that Adams. ſinne,ca- 
me not to paſſe, beſides godde⸗ oꝛdinance, J al⸗ 
leged this ſentence of. S. Auguſtine. Euen in 
this that thei did againſt goddes wil, goddes 
wil was ſulfilled vpon them. Theſe woꝛdes, 
ſaie thei make againſt your aſſertion. For Au⸗ 
guſtine ſaieth that the angels apoſtates, & A⸗ 
dam did that, that god wold not. Butz 

S j. 


pꝛaie you, what ſaie ther to this, that. S. Au⸗ 
guſtme ſaieth, that by the ſame their acte , god⸗ 
des wil was fulfilled vpon them? Here 
thei gine them ſelues , and vs leaue / and ſpace 
enough, to breathe. Thei cutte the band in 
ſondze ,where the knotte is not, as for the Fiotte 
it ſclfe , thei neuer touche, & yet wold haue men 
to weene, that thei haue verie wel looſed it. 
The argument which thei foige them ſelues /c 
faine to be myne, is this. Nothinge can beds 
in the woꝛld beſides the wil of god, ſinne is a 
thinge, ergo it is not don beſide the wil of god. 
In this argument, ther denie the mino & 
ſaie that ſinne is nothing. If J ſhuld hane 
made a ſyllogiſme, J wold haue framed it af⸗ 
ter this ſoꝛte. Nothinge inthe wozld is dõ be⸗ 
ſides goddes wil, and oꝛdinance; that Adam 
ſinned was a thinge don in the woꝛld, ergo it 
was don by goddes wil, and o; dinance. In 
the minoꝛ, wlan J ſaie, that Adam ſinned, J 
meane Adams ſinful action, and dede; and not 
the qualitee only of Adams minde; but in their 
minoꝛ / ſinne ſignifieth only a qualitee / & not 
an action. Howbeit J mate alſo ſaie truly of 
Adams ſinne, meaninge the qualitee, oꝛ what 
ſoeuer you wil cal it, that it was not in him be 
ſides goddes wil, and oꝛdinance, though god 
cauſed it not, & tlian frame the ſyllogtſme after 


this hoy Al that was in Adem, was in him, 
goddes wil , & oꝛdinance; but ſin⸗ 
z in Adam, ergo it was in him by god⸗ 
Pa, wil, and ordinance . . . Foritis not al one/ 
to ſaie, that ſinne was in Adam by goddes wil 
and 02dinance , and to ſaie / that ſinne was in A 
dam by goddes pꝛopꝛe woꝛcktnge. The fuſt 
ſaiyng is verie true, and aſcribeth no faulte to 
god. The ſeconde is verie falſe, foꝛ it aſcri⸗ 
beth the faulte of Adams fal, to god, From 
which affirmation, J moſt erneſtly abhoꝛre. 
And J wold to God J: might be once halfe ſo 
far from other faultes, as J am far from that 
frantife imagination, and dꝛoncken dꝛeame of 
dinelliſh men. Where thei ſaie, that ſinne is 
nothinge, you ſhal vndꝛeſtand, zhat in ſcoles 
this word, nothing, is taken two waies , foz 
nothing negatiuely, and foꝛ nothinge pꝛiuatiue 
ly. To ſaie, that ſinne is nothinge negatiue⸗ 
ly, is open blaſphemie. Foꝛ ſo men ſhuld be 
damned foꝛ nothinge at al. But thei take this 
woꝛd, nothinge, foꝛ nothinge priuatiuely and 
teache , that ſinne is a pꝛiuation, and abſence of 
righteouſnes / which is a deſtruction of natu⸗ 
re , foꝛ which god abhoꝛreth the creature, that 
is defiled therewith, J graunt hei meane 
ſo r and teach ſo, and ſo meaneth. S. Auguſtine 
to / dut ſeinge the vnlerned can not make a diffe⸗ 
ij. 


by 


rence , and diſtinction of nothingte negatinely , 
and nothinge pꝛiuatiuely, no: can wel vndꝛe⸗ 
ſtande what pꝛiuatið is, thonghthei be taughe, 
that darcfnes is the prination oflight, & death 
of life ; our ariſtarches ſhuld leave thoſe termes 
$ ſcoles , and teach the people, as the truth is, 
and as thei maie eaſely vndꝛeſtand, that ſinne 
is a qualitee repugnant, and contrarie to god⸗ 
des lawes. Foz thei ar better acquainted with 
this word qualitee, than with this woꝛde pꝛi⸗ 
uation, And logicians per mitte, that pꝛiua 
tions ſhalbe referred to the ſame pꝛedicament / 
that thoſe thinges be in, whereunto thei ar eõ⸗ 
trarics, As for exemple, darcknes is contra⸗ 
ric to light / and light is a qualitee , therefoꝛe 
darck ies ſhalbe referred to the ſame houſe. 
So ſinne is cõtrarie to righteouſnes / & righ⸗ 
teouſnes is a qualitee, therefoꝛe we ſhal putte 
ſinnei 3 the ſame pꝛedicament / and row 3, that 
righteauſnes is in / & ſaie, that ſinne is a qua⸗ 
litee / whereby mannes nature is coꝛrupte / & 
marred , end ſo made woꝛthie to be caſt awaie/ 
and condeinned of 55d But now theſe good 
men leane their reaſoning, & giue vs good coll 
el. Foꝛ thei bid vs be warie, and foꝛbeare to 
Drake ſuck, thinges , es the wicked maye turne 
„e ent, Bit ſo we ſhal ceaſe to pꝛeache 
e mercies of god, Foꝛ wicked men turne 
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chat to euil. Foz the papiſtes ſale that by prez 
hinge of goddes mercies / we encourage men 
to ſinne . And ſome wicked men perchaunce 
take occaſion thereby in dede, to ſinne the moꝛe 
boldly . But thei plaie the ſophiſters and take 
non cauſam pꝛo cauſa. Foꝛ the verie cauſe in 
dede of mennes coꝛrupte behauioꝛ is their ins 
warde boiling ſinful luſt , and not our pꝛeachĩg. 

Wherefoꝛe we maie not fozbeare to ſpeake 
the truth , bicauſe euil men can wꝛinge thinges 
to euil purpoſes, . But now lette vs comme to 
the leſſon, that theſe good ſcolemeſiers haue gi 
uẽ vou, whereby ye ar taught to ouerthrow ſhoꝛ 
tely, and whithout ſweate, whatſoeuer we can 
allege / foꝛ the maintenance of our ſentence . 
For whan it is ſaid, that it was goddes wil, 
that Adã ſhuld ſinne, you muſt ſaie, that god 
te ſuffred Adam to ſinne, and ſo-fozth. But 
theſeſufferers / that turne al goddes doinges, 
in to ſuffringes / pꝛeately ſuffre them ſelues to 
be begiled, if thei weene that manie wil ſtreight 
waie beleue them , Foꝛ ſhal we ſaie, that god 
ſuffred the Jues to conſpire Chꝛiſtes death / 
whan the holie goſt ſaieth, his hand foꝛeoꝛdai⸗ 
ned it! Whan Micha ſaieth to Ahab. Lo the 
loꝛd hath giuen the ſpirite of liyng in to the 
mouth, of al thy pꝛophetes / is that nothinge 
eds but god hath ſuffred thy pꝛophetes to lie 7 
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whã gob biddeth the liyng ſpirite to $0,and1 to 
deceaue Ahab / Jtrow /hedoeth moze / than 


ſuffre him to go. J ſaie not this, as though 
this word ſuffringe might nowaie be aſcribed - 
to god, but Iſaie, that thei ar euilſcolemaſters/ 
that teach you to turne al goddes doinges in to 


ſuffringes, and yet teache you not in what ſens 


ſe , you ſhal take the word ſuffringe. Foz ſuf⸗ 


* fringe is tafen ſondrie wares . We maie ſuf- 


frea thinge with our wil, and we mate ſuffre a 
thinge againſt our wil. He ſuffreth alſo a thĩg 
to be den, that meddleth not at al with the mat⸗ 
ter. And he ſuffreth a thinge to be don, that 
is contente, and agreeth, that it ſhal be don. 
If ihei ſaie / that god ſufferd Adam to ſinne, 
as one that wold not medle with the matter / 
that is plaine ſacrilege, and robbeth god of 
his honoꝛ . If thei wolde ſignifie in ſaiyng / 


that god ſuffred Adam to ſinne, that he was not 


the pꝛopꝛe woꝛcker, and auto: of his ſinne / but 


oꝛdained Adam to ſinne , by Satans pꝛopꝛe 


wotckinge and his awne faulte, than thei mea 
nc as we meane . And than their meruail⸗ 
ous high leſſon is vaniſhed in to ſmoke. 

Now to make at ende, thus J truſt you ſee that 
Iſtand vnwounded, and vnhur te againſt theſe 
ſdze blodie blowes. If anie man thircke, that 
J haue ben to quicke againſt them / that be ads; 


nerſaries in woꝛdes, and not in meaning, lette 
him conſidꝛe, that Z haue not had reſpecte to 
them only, but alſo to the papiſtes, which er⸗ 
neſtly vſe the ſame weapons againſt vs. 
And further , bycauſe J trauail to mainteyne 
the gloꝛie of my god, which ſhineth to the da⸗ 
ſellyng of wicked mennes yes in the hole 
gouernmẽt of the woꝛld J thought 
good to vſe ſome quicknes / 
and liuelines of wor ⸗ 
des / to awake 
the dulnes 
of my hearers. 
God our moſt merci⸗ | 
ful loꝛd, and father encreaſe 
the fnowlege of his pꝛouidence in 
vs al, arme vs with patience in theſe mi⸗ 
ſeries, and confirme in vs, zhe hope of a4 better 
tate , Amen, amen, 


* | 
N An expoſition of theſe woꝛdes ( Leade vs 
not in to tentation.) made by Bar. Traheron, 
loge befoꝛe theſe foꝛmer lectures, & now 
added hereto, that you maie know. 
that he neuer ſaide noꝛ thought 
that god is the autoꝛ of 
ſinne, as ſome moſt 
ſalſly, and vn 
godly, 
wold haue men to weene . 


ade vs not &c.) God tempteth, and 
trieth men ſondꝛie waies, and to ſondꝛie 
endes. Firſt to beginne with his awne, 
whom he choſe in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, and pꝛepared 
to euerbaſtinge life befoꝛe the fundations of the 
woꝛld were laied, he tempteth and trieth them 
to ſondnie endes „ namely ether to make they: 
vertues which he him ſelfe hath wrought in 
them; to ſhine foꝛth moꝛe clearely, oꝛ to open 

their ſhame, and nawghtie coꝛrupte nature / 
that ſo afterwarde thei maie liue ĩ greater wart 
nes , and feare of god / and moꝛe erneſtly deſire 
his helpe, knowinge better their awne wicked⸗ 
nes. To the ende, whereof, we ſpake firſt, 
he tempted Abꝛaham, & Job to bꝛinge, J mea⸗ 
ne, their vertues to light, and to make them 
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moꝛe certainly knowen. To thother ende he 
tempted finge Dauid, and S petre, and ma⸗ 
nie other, not vtterly to deſtroie them, but to 
humble them / to teach them to know, and abs 
hoꝛre their awne wickednes and to fele moꝛe 
certainly, his great goodnes; and mercir. 
And though god uſe this temptation to the pꝛo 
fite of his choſen, yet ther oughi to pꝛaie; that 
thei maie not fal in to it. For though it be ſo that 
god of his great goodnes , mafeth our nawgh⸗ 
tines to turne to his gloꝛie / and our welth, yer 
the godlie ought to abhoꝛre to committe anie 
thinge / whereby their god is iuſtly offended. 
But you wil ſaie / iſhe be offended wit — 
ſt our dedes / why bringeth he vs in to 

With our dedes he is farel but he 
is delighted with that, that he bꝛingeth to paſſe 
by them, namely with our humilitee; with dur 
better knowlege of our awne'weafnes , & with 
our moꝛe warie walking afterwarde in due fea 
re of him. This tentation; in to which God - 
bringeth his electe / endureth but a time 
But he bꝛingeth ſome in to a perpetnal tentati⸗ 


on  vtterly giuinge them vp to Satan, & bar 


dening them in wickednes foꝛ euer. The god 
lie do not praie / that thei mate not be led in ic 


this tempratis « Fox thei haue a ſure confidfce, 
Werthe ar goddes childꝛen. For otherwiſe 


- 


thei might not cal him father. And if thei 
thincke, that thei be goddes childꝛen, thei nuſl 
thincfe / that thei be goddes choſen. And by⸗ 


he hath choſen foꝛ euer. Nether ca he repẽte him 
of thethinge, that he hath once purpoſed / no 
chaunge his purpoſe. Foz that ſhuld argue ſo⸗ 
me imperfection in him / which can not be in 
the diuine nature. Wherefoꝛe the godlie ar 
out of daunger, and feare of this tentation. 
Foz thei beleue not only that god is their father; 
bat that he wil euer be thei? father. Foꝛ he 
is father to none, ſauing to thoſe, whom he in 
; fallibly choſe befoꝛe the fundations of the wozld 
were laied, whom in tyme he giueih to his ſons 
N ue to be ſaued / and pꝛeſerued foꝛ euer. Foz 
noman can tate them out of his hande, & tho⸗ 
ſe. that comme to him, he caſteth not out. 
Wherefore ith noman , no: diuel can tafe them 
out of his hand by foꝛce / and ſith he hath no 
wil to caſt them out / thei ar ſafe / and ſure for 
eyeh; ¶ But here riſeth a great difficulte. Foz, . 
it ſe emeth vniuſt, that god ſhuld leade ſome in to 
temptation, and harden them / and giue them 
vp foꝛ euer to ſinne / and yet puniſy thẽ foꝛ their 
ſinnes. NVeuertheles we ſaie, that god lets. 


deth into remation / not only whereby mennes 
vertues at bꝛought to light ; oꝛ their weafnes 
uttered / td their welth, which hapßenerh to 
= the choſen but alſo whereby thei ar hurdened⸗ 
the and made ſtiffer in their wickednes and giuen 
50 pp to ſinne, which happenerh to the Fepro bare. 
noꝛ | And that this is ſo zthe ſtripture teacher plain 
ſo⸗ ly, where we haue, that god hardened Phara⸗ 
= os herte / and gave rp idolatres to'(hdmeful 
ar raging luſtes, and where it is ſaid o the pꝛea⸗ 
Sou cher of the goſ pel. Go , and engroſſe rhe her 
"coy tes of this people; make dul their enres ſtoppe 
- their eges 3 d hat thei ſe not / with their eyes 
N Sc. Certaine weiters; bycauſe thei tan not 
* fee hots! this maie be don tuſtly / alter the toun⸗ 
n= e of the holte goft , 'and-fo# lead vs not / they 
902 ſale, ſuffre vs not to be led / and where god ſui⸗ 
A eth / he hardened Pharao, thei ſaie; beef 
oy red him to be hardened. And ſo in teaching 
= the holie goſt to ſpeake z thei thineke ih (thy 
3 haue auoidrd al abſurditee, and int onueiſtencs. 
. But ſo in dede thei auoide one an, 
702 nience with another, yea vrithan inconlenien⸗ 


o ce / thei tunne from ihe tun. Oißer better 
lerned ſaie, that god is greater; than mne 
reaſon, ſathat it is no meruail, if we ren not 
ſee his indgementes thoroughly! Fa often 
tymes / the deuiſes ol vurie wiſe men me uns 


- uſt, and vnwiſe ta vs at the beginninning , & 
yet whan we ſee the iſſne, and end of them , we 
ar compelled, to conſeſſe / that thoſe thin⸗ 
ges were righteeuſaly don / that we at the firſt 
thongh ro be ſoliſh, So whan we ſhal entre 
tn io goddes ſanctuerie, and ſe god, as he is⸗ 
1 pexceaue that he neuer did anie thinge⸗ 
pninfily, 02 pnreaſoneþly/but that he hath delt 
with al-men according to the vtter moſt point 
ether of equitee, or of mercie. Al this is ve⸗ 
rie truly ſpoken', How beit, J ſre not, but 
that euen in this life, we maie ſee good, and iuſt 
cauſes ; that god ſhuld harden the repꝛobate⸗ 
and leade them in to this baleful temptation. 
Foꝛ ar not they woathie to be hardened? ¶ And 
what vnrighteonſnes is it, to harden thẽ, that 
ar worthie ko be hardened? Fox you muſt vn⸗ 
dꝛeſtande that whan the ſcripture ſateth , that 
god hardeneth men, the meaning is not / that 
thei were of. before and that than god harde⸗ 
nede hem / foꝛ whan were thei ſoft? But the 
meaning is that god mafeth them harder . 
And that is iuſtly don. Foꝛ their ſoꝛmer hard⸗ 
nes deſerurd to be made harder. In dede if 
ihei had ben ſoft befoꝛe / and than hardened by 
pod there had ben ſome place left to a cõplaint. 
But if god puniſh their 9 har dnes, with 
moe harder, he dealeth with tliẽ, moſt iuſtly. 


* 


ed you iuſt cauſes; why god hardeneth ſome x 


This beinge conſidered / that the repꝛo hate 


ar neuer ſoft, but euer hard, as it is euident J 
ſee not ſo great difficultie in the matter. r 
why ſhuld not god harden them / that ar wor 


hardnes: Why ſhuld not god leade ihem in 
to perpetual temptation, and giue them oner 
for euer, that ar woꝛthie to be led in to-perpetuis 
al tentation, and to be giuen ouer foꝛ euer & If 
anie man wil ſaie-; that it is goddes faulte that 
he ſofteneth not al men, lette him ſhew, that god 
firſt hardened al men. If al men firſi hardes 
ned them ſelues / what ſhal conſtraine him 20 


make the ſoft againe: If he wil, he ſheweth his 


mercie/if he wil not, he ſheweth his cighteaiif 


nes. But who ſhal cõpelle him to ſhew hin mer 
cie, where he mate ſ — his iuſtice? If than 
he harden, he doth iuſtly, iſ he ſoften; hedderh 
mercifully. By knowlege heredf ,the god 


ſhal haue this pꝛofite, that thei ſhal much mor | 


haue in reuerent admiration, the excedinggre⸗ 
at goodnes of god; whan thei ſhal conſibrey 
that he vouchſafed to take them in to rhe nojnþ 
bꝛe of thoſe, whom of his mercie he woldiſbfre 
where of his iuſtice he might haue hatdenep 
them foꝛ euer Thus I truſt, J:haneſhewys 


leadeth them in to ſuch tentation as batugeil 


thie to be n / by reaſon of their foꝛmer 
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with it euerlaſting deſtruction. Howbeit J 
denie not / but that in manie worckes of god / 
Defo:e we can iudgerightly , we muſt tar ie, vn⸗ 
til toe mate ſee them altoget her, and not by pee⸗ 
res. Foꝛ t here be manie thinges amonge vs 
here in this wi:ld which we ſhuld iudge il fa⸗ 
wazed;if we ſhuld ſee but peeces of thẽ, which 
Being ſeen together / ar moſt oomelie, and be⸗ 
du tiful. So if we we wil. ſee the decent, and 
comelie oꝛdꝛe of goddes doinges, we muſt ta 
rie, til we mie ſee the hole bodie together, and 
not a ſegge in ont place, & an arme in another a 
mile of, and the head, as far diſtant. But 
i maie not paſſe thus from this matter. Jo 
there be ſome ſentences of the ſcripture, that ſe⸗ 
me to impugne our ſaivnge, and to teach partly 
athat god tempteth no man, partly that he temp 
ceth noman to vttre deſtruction. Touching 
tht firſt. S. Janes ſaieth q lette noman, whan 
he is tempted} ſaic, that he is tempted of god. 

Fos as god can non be tempted of euil, ſo he tẽp⸗ 
teth noman But euerie man is tempted, whi⸗ 
le he is dꝛawen awaie, and baited with his aw⸗ 
Jie luſt. To this I ſaie, that. S. James meaneth 
plainly, that god tempte:h noman, as the aus 

dard worker of ſinde in him. Foz god gau⸗ 
Nthnoieuil in a mannes herte, and than ſtir⸗ 
deth him to commitre that euil in acte, that he 


bo — 
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Eath cauſed and wrought i nhim, but where as 
man is euil of him ſelfe / thoꝛough Adams fal, 


and ful of vices, by his awne coꝛrupte nature/ 


god ſtirreth him to vttre thoſe ſecrete ſoꝛes, not 
that god made, but that man had / by coꝛrup⸗ 
ting, and poiſoning his nature,; which god at 
the beginning made good. So it is tru, that 
god tempteth noman to euil, which he hath not, 


but god maketh him vttre the euil / which he 
hath / and as it were, pulleth the adder out of 


his hoale. And who cã ſaie that, that is not wel, 
and iuſtly don? After this vndꝛeſtanding J ta⸗ 
ke. S. James wozdes, Foz J wil not make 
hi to ſette his head, and to rũne againſt the eui⸗ 
dent ſcriptures, Foz who hath not red theſe 
woꝛdes, in the. 24. of the. 2. bote of kinges. God 
des anger encreaſed againſt Iſrael / and he ſur⸗ 
red vp Dauid againſt them, to ſaie, go, and nõ⸗ 
bꝛe Iſrael , and Jehuda. Foz by that acte / as it 
appeareth , Dauid greatly and iuſtly offended 
god /and bꝛought a ſoꝛe plage vpon him ſelfe 


and vpon the people. Foꝛ Dauid ſurely would 


truſt in the multitude of his people, leauinge the 


confidence / that he: ought to haue had in God 


only . There foꝛe the ſcripture ſaieth, that god 
ſtirred him to nombꝛe his people / to make his 


| nawghtie diſtruſt in god Fnowen,andropuniſ- 


he the people which had offended him with o⸗ 
| E 


their finnes, Howbeit god was not the auto: 
and woꝛcker of Dauides diſtruſt, noꝛ of the peo 
ples ſinne / but moued Sauid to ſhew forth 
that / whereby al the woꝛld might ſe, that god 
iuſtly puniſhed him. Agair we haue in the 
12. of the. 2. boke of finges , theſe woꝛdes. Be⸗ 
hold, ſaieih god, by the pꝛophete Nathan, to Da 
uid after he had committed abominable adulte⸗ 
rie, and ſlaine innocent Vrie, J ſtirre vp euil 
vpon the, out of thine awne houſe, & J wil ta⸗ 
Fe thy wiues in thy ſight, deliuer them to thy 
neighbor, and he ſhal lie with thy wiues / in 
the ſight of this ſunne. Foꝛ thou haſt wꝛought 
in ſecrete, but J wil do this thinge befoꝛe al Iſ⸗ 
rael &c. Now though it cãme to paſſe by god⸗ 
des oꝛdinance, that Abſols laie openly with Da 
uides wines, yet it is plaine, that god wꝛought 
not in Abſolom that vile adulterous minde, but 
vſed that nawaghtie minde, that Abſolom had, 
to puniſh Dauides ſhameful adulterie, & mur⸗ 
der. Touchinge the ſeconde matter, that god 
tempteth noman to euerlaſtinge damnation, ſo⸗ 
me allege the pꝛophete Ezechiel, where god ſai⸗ 
eth. J wil not the death of a ſinne r. but rather 
that he ſhal turne, and live, And. S. Paule to 
Timothee. God wil haue al men to be ſaued. 

To theſe ſcriptures , this is myn aun ſwer. 


Where god ſaieth in Ezech. that he wil not the 


awone appointment: 
theſe woꝛdes; god willeth not the death of a ſin 


death of a ſinner, we muſt vndꝛeſtand it ofthoſe | 


ſinners , whom he hath choſen befozethe be⸗ 


ginninge of the woꝛld to be conuerted, & to lis 


ue. For it is euident by. S. Paule that god hath 
ſome veſſels of wꝛath, oꝛ dained to deſtructis, & 
there foꝛe he giueth thẽ vp foꝛ euer to wallow in 
their ſinnes, and in them puniſherh one ſinne 
with another. If anie mã ihĩ ke it vniuſt that 
god ſhuld oꝛdaine ſome to deſtructis ,& puniſh. 
ſinne with ſinne let hĩ ſyew that thei were note 
woꝛthie / to be oꝛdained to deſtruction, and to be 
ſo puniſhed. God than wil not the life, and c8 
— * of thoſe, whom he hath appointed to 
deſtruction, Fo2 than his wil ſhuld be — 
his arone decree, Wherefoꝛe „as J ſaid we 
muſt vndseſtand, that he willeth the li fe, andes 
uerſion of hem, whom he hath appointed to ſal 
uatiõ / & of none other. Foz whan ſainet Cufel 
ſaieth / that as manie beleued; as were appbin⸗ 
red to euerlaſtinge liſe / he teacheih thereby; that 
the reſt, which beleued not, were neuer appoin⸗ 
ted to euerlaſtinga life. And who can ſaie/ 
that it is goddes wil to ſaue anie / beſides his 
If anie man wil tafe 


ner,, fot god delighteth not ſimply and abſolu ⸗ 

tely in the death of e ſinner, but fo2 a certaine 

reſpecte/the hebꝛue woꝛd, kaphets, which ze 
E ü. 


chiel vſeth is ſhal fauo: & helpe their vndꝛeſtã⸗ 
dig. J know ĩ dede what maner of obiec tis ſome 
rauinge vnlerned ſpir ites make againſt this vn⸗ 
dꝛeſtanding / but it maie be aſſone coͤfuted / as 
reherſed. Foꝛ thei ſaie, that god willeth no⸗ 
thinge , wherein he delighterh not. Foz wil 
ſaie thet, being a power of the mind, which hath. 
hir free woꝛcking in chooſing, and deſiring / oe 
in refuſing, and not willing, willeth nothinge 
bat that wherein it delighteth. Theſe ſeelie 
ſoules can not: make a difference betweene wil 
ling of a thinge foꝛ it ſelfe, & willinge of a thi; 
ge fo? a certaine purpoſe, and not foꝛ it ſelfe . | 

If their ſaiyng were tru , men in a iẽpeſt might 
not caſi their goodes in torhe ſea, foꝛ ſauing 
of their awne lyues, onles thei delighted in the 
ldſſt of their goodes. Judges might not wil 
theued o be hanged / onles thei delightcd in 
their hanginge, vnd ſo the firſtpooze men ſhuld 
beꝛ rer ie noddies and al indges plaine murthe⸗ 
rers; "Yea ſo thei affirme that god cold haue no 
wil that his formeſhuld be tormented, onles he 
delighied in his toßment . And than thei ſaie 
ether / that Ch:iſt was crucified whether God 
wold oꝛ no / and againſt his decreed wil & oꝛ⸗ 
din de ot ils the( aſſigne to god, that Jabhoꝛ⸗ 
re cod rtre fos tho falſnes of it , and abominati⸗ 
on. But ze wil eombze our ſelues no farther” 
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with ſuch dotinges, of brainſicke men, 


Touchinge the woꝛdes of Ezechiel ther mate 


be alſo ſhoꝛtely thus vndꝛeſtanded, that goddes 


wil is not / that anie ſinner conuerted / and 


repentant / ſhal die. Where Sainct Pau- 


le ſaieth, thai god wil n to be ſaued, he figh 
teth not againſt himſelfe, b ut meaneth that god 


bath choſen ſome of al ſortes , andſtates, whom 


he wil bꝛinge to the knowlege of his truth. 


But bicauſe we can not know certainly rhich 


thei be, S. Paule bidderh'vs pꝛaie foꝛ al ſoꝛtes 


of men, foꝛ kinges / and noble men, which yet 


ſeme farthieſt frõ god, and godlines . Los god 
amonge al ſoꝛtes of men, hath ſome whom he 


wil ſaue . And this is no new expoſition / 
though new men vſe it; Foꝛ this is an old 


woꝛne, and wel knowen ſentence. Diſtributio 
eſt , non pꝛo ſingulis generum, ſed pro generi⸗ 


bus ſingulorum, quia de quialibet -onditidhe ho 


minum aliquospredeſtinatire ad vitam. Which 
woꝛdes teach / that goddes wil is to appointe to 
life, aud ſane ſome of euerie ſoꝛte, and conditi⸗ 


on, and not euerie one of al ſoꝛtes and conditi⸗ 


ons. And ſurely it is mere madnes; to ſaie, 


that god wil ſaue more, than his ſonne wold 


prare for, The woꝛdes of his ſonne / whoſe wil 
agreeth with the fathers in rhinges, ar wel 


fnowen · Z pꝛaie not for 8 world, ſatetd hezbut 
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to be damned. 


| 1 eee he wil condemne, 


fo: thoſe, whom thou haſt ginen me. Why it 
is not goddes wil / to ſane al, J know not tho⸗ 
roughly / that it is not his wil J know, and J 
know that whom ſoeuer he condemneth, he cõ⸗ 
demneth inſily . And herein J appeale to the 
coſciences of al men. Foz noman liuinge in the 
woꝛld, can auoide, but that he ſhalbe coͤſtrained 
to graũt. that there is in him moſt iuſt matter, 
and moſt iuſt cauſes of damnanon . Foz al men 
ar defiled with ſinne, & ſinne was not in them 
by their creation, but thei pulled it vpõ them, & 
wꝛought it in them ſelues, declining from their 
firſi ſtate. So al men ar wozthie, to be left in 
the puddel of the filthie ſinnes wherein thei has 
ue willingly dꝛouned them ſclues, & in the end 
And ſo god is iuſt, if he giue 
them over in this life to the wickednes, whereof 
the berie cauſe, and roote is in them ſelues, by 
their awne pꝛocurement, & if he appoint them 


to euerlaſting puniſhment after this life, which 


thei haue iuſily deſerued thoꝛough their mani⸗ 
fold: hoꝛrible offences. Now J wolde tarie 
you no lager; ſauinge that as often as we ſpeake 
of chis matter /rude men ruſh in / and thincke 
to roote vp al with their twifold ſnouttes. Foꝛ 
ifit beſo that, god hath al readie foꝛeappointed 


vai ne, and ſuperfluous , anditſfilleth not how 
men liue. Foe the repꝛobate can no waie be ſa⸗ 


ued, and the choſen can no waie be damned. 
Bereunto the godlie ſhal aunſwer, firſt that it 
is not ſuperfluous to pꝛeache to the reprobate/ 


choſen it is right fruteful. Foz thereby it pleas 
ſeth god to awake their ſlepie ſluggiſhnes, & to 
qnickẽ their dul mebzes. Foꝛ god woꝛcleth two 
waies in them, by his ſpirite within, & by his 
woꝛde wnhout. By his ſpirite he lightenerh 
their darcke mindes / and new frameth their cro 
fed hertes . By his woꝛd he ſpurreth them fox 
rewarde / & inflameth them to deſire, & to ſeke 
newnes of life. If than god wil vſe his woꝛde 
as an inſtrument, whan he wil ſhew the effica⸗ 
cie, & mightie woꝛclinge of his hand, with 


what face can anie man ſaie, that preaching is 


ſuperfluons to the choſen? If god wil that waie 
piꝛepare them to his farther wozcfing in them⸗ 
ſhal anie man ſoꝛbidde him, to vſe the meane/ 
that ſemeth good to him? Secondly / where 


thei faie, that it ſhal not ſkil how men liue, we 


wil deſire them to rndꝛeſtand / that the re⸗ 
pꝛobate, thoꝛough their wicked life, & heaping 
of ſinne vpõ ſinne make their damnatiõ and toꝛ⸗ 

ment moze greuꝛus. And as feꝛ the choſenthei 


* 


fo: thereby their damnatis is made iuſter, and 
thei ar dꝛiuen farther fr al excuſe, And to the 


ſtudie not in dede to liue wel, that thei maie wĩ⸗ 
ne heauen, but thei ſtudie to live wel, bicauſe hea 
uen is alreadie theirs. Thei laboꝛ not to make 
rhe ſelues goddes childꝛẽ ihoꝛough good woꝛc⸗ 
kes, but bicauſe thei be goddes children there⸗ 
- fore thei wozcke wel. Thei ſaie not bicauſe we 
ar alreadie ſaued, we wil do no good woꝛkes, but 
thei ſaie, bicauſe we ar ſaued therefoꝛe we wil 
ſtudie to do good woꝛckes, and to ſhew our ſel⸗ 
ues thanckeful to him / who of his only mercie 
- hath ſaued vs; Fa thei know that thei ar appoĩ⸗ 
ted to e aued to this ẽde, that 
thei ſhuld gloziſie their heauenlie father tho⸗ 
rough good woꝛkes, & be faſhioned after the i⸗ 
mage of his ſonne, & not to wallow themſelues 
in ſilihie luſt es, but to liue ih puritee, & holines 
befoze god their ſaucoz, who renueth, & refoꝛ⸗ 
metz al rhoſe with his holie ſpirite, whom he 
- bath ſoreordeined to enioie his fingdõ euerlaſ⸗ 
a tingly{Wherefore theſe wild boꝛes weare their 
| maine againſt this adamãt, which maie 
be hitte bur neuer hurte. This much 3 
had to ſaie to you er this tyme, gi⸗ 
| u god the gloꝛie. Amen. 
This note, .i.,ſtandeth foꝛ, that is to ſie. 
In the end of the. 2. reading for, let ſaie, reade 
let va ſaie. | Anno 155 8. 


